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MAY I HELP YOU? — Annie Perkins, a tier-one consultant with Information Technologies'
Help Center located in the basement of Shibles Hall, helps a customer.
Due for an upgrade
Information Technologies struggles to improve service with limited staff, resources
By Randy Perkins
For The Maine Campus
U
nanswered calls, no e-mail replies and slow
service: These seem to be causing a lot of
discontent with University of Maine students
as they seek help from Information
Technologies for their computer ailments. As of late,
some people have concluded that the customer service
at IT has been somewhat lacking. Getting booted off the
network because of a virus on your computer is enough
of an inconvenience, but some people find the two-week
turnaround time to repair the problem worse than the
virus itself.
Is IT really to be blamed for what some see to be
inadequate service from the Help Center in the base-
ment of Shibles Hall? IT has a limit-
ed number of employees. Only
about six of those people are able to
repair computers and they're also
busy with other duties such as work-
ing the call line or helping people
who come in to see them in person,
according to staff members.
The department is aware of prob-
lems and is working to address them,
said John Gregory, executive director
of Information Technologies. In the
Help Center, a new phone system
has been implemented this semester
that is helping improve student serv-
ice.
"It's part of the process of
improving things," Gregory said.
"I'm pleased to say the numbers
have greatly improved." He noted
that he receives hourly updatPs on the new system and is
pleased with its performance thus far
As far as computer repair, Gregory noted repair time
is often fluid depending on the backlog of service.
"The repair time varies greatly depending on what
we have there," he said. "The repair center is something
of an annex to the Help Center." As such, Gregory
explained, repair center workers often assist in answer-
ing questions from people with computer problems, but
the longer staff members stay on the phone, the less
time they have to repair computers.
"I'm trying to walk a balance between people who
call in [with questions] ... and those who have legitimate
problems with their computers," Gregory said.
Most students have experienced sporadic Internet
connectivity. Some think it's just a fluke in the system
and IT will catch it before it goes on for too long. The
South Side of campus experienced this problem for the
first couple of weeks of the school year.
Bennett Fellows, a senior history major, thought this
was the problem when his Internet went down.
"This was at the beginning of the year when the
South Side of campus was experiencing on and off
Internet trouble for the first couple of weeks so I
assumed it was this, when in fact it was not," he said.
Bennett had been kicked off the network and figured
the whole network had a problem, not just his computer.
When a computer is kicked off, IT sends an e-mail to
that individual explaining what the
problem is and indicating the next
step is in regaining Internet access.
According to Paul Nickerson, a
freshman mechanical engineering stu-
dent who works at IT, there is not
always a person behind the process.
"Most of the time, the process of
kicking is automated. Now, having
several on-campus detectors detect a
virus, kick the offending computer,
send out an e-mail, and doing this all
automated is quite the fantastic feat,"
he said.
When someone's Internet has been
disconnected, it makes it difficult to
get the e-mail from IT. Fellows sug-
gested an alternative method.
"Maybe this supercomputer that
automatically kicks people off could
also automatically send a phone message or trigger
some sort of e-mail to the [resident director] of the
dorm, who would then be able to let the student know,"
Fellows said.
He said that IT expected him to check his e-mail
from a different source.
"I don't see why I should be expected to check my
e-mail elsewhere. Just because many people do it,
their policy is to sort of shrug their shoulders and go,
`meh - he'll work it out'," he said. "I think the policy
"We have 10,001
different things on
our 'things to fix up'
list and we're going
through it."
Paul Nickerson
student employee,
Information Technologies
See SERVICE on Page 2
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Controversy rocks
ROC election day
Nominee left off ballot generates debate
regarding authority over campus elections
By Melanie Morin
For The Maine Campus
The Residents on Campus elec-
tions concluded Tuesday as Adam
Kirkland and Erin Tripp were named
the unofficial winners of the presi-
dential and vice-presidential posi-
tions, respectively.
The controversy behind the elec-
tions, however, is still going strong
just months after General Student
Senate elections ended amidst unan-
swered questions and accusations.
The Fair Elections Practices
Committee is under fire by ROC, pri-
marily for failing to place Christine
Mullen on the ballot as a presidential
candidate. FEPC and ROC are now
in a power struggle as to who has the
authority to decide the next step.
It all started on Wednesday, Feb.
2, at the ROC General Assembly
meeting. Nominations for the elec-
tion were not submitted scowling to
FEPC guidelines, which require sub-
mission at least three weeks before
the election.
ROC held nominations a day
after the deadline, but did not con-
firm the nominations until six days
later, according to the chairperson of
the FEPC, Eric DeGrass. DeGrass
said he confirmed the late nomina-
tions only because an election could-
n't be held without any candidates.
At the Feb. 2 meeting, Mullen,
ROC representative for Balentine
Hall, was nominated for both presi-
dent and vice-president. She was not
present at the meeting.
According to Mullen, ROC
President Dean Wilber asked her
shortly after the meeting whether she
wanted to accept her nominations.
She declined the nomination, but told
Wilber she wanted more information
about the positions, Mullen said.
Wilber sent an e-mail to DeGrass
confirming the nominations, and
stated that Mullen had denied the
nomination without adding that she
was still considering it. Mullen said
she continued to talk with Wilber
over e-mail about the position for
several days.
At the next ROC meeting a week
later, Adam Khridand; the only Plesi-
dential nominee at the time who had
accepted his nomination, made a
platform speech to members of the
ROC General Assembly.
The ROC Constitution requites
all election nominees to make plat-
See ELECTION on Page 3
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TAKE A TOUR — Admissions tour guide and UMaine student
Jonathan Bond shows high school student Aaron Fodd and
his parents a typical residence hall room in York Hall Monday.
UMaine Open House attracts
potential students to Orono
By Melissa Walls
For The Maine Campus
The University of Maine hosted
an open house for prospective stu-
dents and their families on Monday.
Despite coinciding with the first day
of winter break for Maine high
schools and single-digit tempera-
tures, hundreds of prospective stu-
dents and their families attended the
open house.
At 8 a.m. sharp, prospective stu-
dents and their families filed into the
Maine Center for the Arts to register
for the day's programs and events.
Upon entering the MCA, everyone
was given a program and a dinning
pass for lunch, valid for Hilltop,
Stewart, Stodder and York dinning
commons.
As Jeff and Wanda Morris looked
over the day's agenda discussing
their options, their son Jimmy, a jun-
See HOUSE on Page 4
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Thursday, Feb., 24, 2005
Learn PhotoShop
Part of the Library
Workshop Series, registration
required. Workshop will go
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
In the classroom of Fogler
Library. For more information
contact Gretchen GfeIler at
581-1696.
Bible study
The Wilson Center will host
a bible study in the Drummond
Chapel in Memorial Union
from 10 to 11 a.m. For more
information contact Rev.
Timoth Sylvia at 866-4227 or
on FirstClass.
Aerobic class
A Cardio Kick/Step class
will be held from 5:30 to 6:30
p.m. in Lengyel Gym, For
more information contact
Thad Dwyer on FirstClass.
Aerobic class
A Pilates class will be held
from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.: in
Lengyel Gym. For more infor-
mation contact Thad Dwyer on
FirstClass.
Aerobic class
A Toning class will be held
from 4:00 to 4:30 p.m. in
Lengyel Gym. For more infor-
mation contact Thad Dwyer on
FirstClass.
Marxist lunch
Lecture by Burt Hatlen
titled "A Nation Drunk On
Illusions: The American
Imperial Project and Its
Inevitable Failure" will be held
at 12:30 p.m. in the Bangor
Room of Memorial Union. For
more information contact
Brenda Collamore at 581-
3866.
Career workshop
The Career Center will host
a History Careers Workshop
form 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. For
more information contact
Patty Counihan at 581-1359.
Reception
A reception will be held for
Kevin Boyle, Carnegie
Foundation for the
t-ImEMAINE COMMUNITY Raid on Cumberland Hall dorm
LAMPUS CALENDAR room reveals marijuana, pills
Advancement of Teaching's
2004 Maine Professor of the
Year will be held from 4 to 5
p.m. at Buchanan Alumni
House. RSVP at 581-1138.
Friday, Feb. 25, 2005
Go Blue Friday
Wear blue to show support
for UMaine athletics.
Aquacize class
Class will be held from 5:45
to 6:45 a.m. at Memorial
Gymnasium Wallace Pool. For
more information contact
Thad Dwyer or FirstClass.
Bible study
The Wilson Center will host
a Bible study from 11 a.m. to
noon. For more information
contact Rev. Timoth Sylvia at
866-4227 or on FirstClass.
Biology lecture
Russell Johnson will 9ive
lecture titled "Germination,
Dormancy, and Responses to
Abscisic Acid in Cereal
Grains" at 3:10 p.m. in 102
Murray Hall. For more infor-
mation contact Donna Pond at
581-2970.
Spring recess begins
Sunday, Feb. 27, 2005
Worship service
A Contemporary
Nondenominational Worship
Service will be held at 6 p.m. at
the Wilson Center. For more
information contact Rev. Timoth
Sylvia at 866-4227 or on
FirstClass.
Submitting information
Submissions for The Maine
Campus Community Calendar
are free, and can be sent on
FirstClass to Diana McElwain or
dropped off in The Maine
Campus office located in the
basement of Memorial Union.
Please include all the important
information about your event.
Deadlines for submissions are 9
a.m. Sunday for Monday publica-
tion and 9 a.m. Wednesday for
Thursday publication. First priori-
ty will be given to events that
directly affect university students.
"That white
guy has a good
jump shot."
Together we can stamp
out prejudice. It only takes
one voice to make a
difference. Find yours at
www.freedomcenter.org
,INado(FREE Undea1 V+5
Three men received multiple
summonses following a drug
bust on the fourth floor of
Cumberland Hall at 9:20 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 8. Officers
responded to the hall with a K-9
unit following a report of resi-
dents selling marijuana. Upon
arrival, the K-9 went directly to
the room in question, signifying
that there were drugs present
inside. A uniformed officer out-
side observed what was thought
to be bags of marijuana being
thrown out the window of the
room. The room was secured and
a search warrant was obtained.
Inside the room, the officers
found a locked safe that the resi-
dents claimed they did not have
the key for. The safe was broken
into and nearly an ounce of mar-
ijuana and a prescription drug
were found inside. Additionally,
digital scales, several hundred
Glad sandwich baggies and a can
of beer were found in the room.
As a result, the two residents,
Brye Suydam, 19, and Corey
Gardiner; 20, both of Orono as
well as a neighbor, Garron
Moreland, 19, of Orono were
charged with possession of mari-
juana. Suydam was also charged
with falsifying physical evi-
dence, possession of drug para-
phernalia and possession of
liquor by a minor. Moreland was
also charged with falsifying
physical evidence. This case is
being forwarded to the district
attorney's office.
Man arrested for drunk
driving
POLICEBEAT
By Kyle Webster
Staff Reporter
A man was arrested following
a traffic stop on Rangely Road
.1:32 a.m. on Friday, Feb. 18. An
officer on patrol of the area
observed a vehicle weaving from
the center line to the fog line.
The car then rolled through a
stop sign without stopping. The
vehicle was stopped and the driv-
er was identified as John Evans,
20, of Oakland. The officer
detected alcohol on Evans'
breath. He asked Evans to blow
in his direction and detected the
odor of alcohol. Following field
sobriety testing, Evans was taken
in for a breathalizer test, which
showed his blood alcohol level to
be .11. He was arrested for oper-
ating under the influence and
transported to Penobscot County
Jail.
Authorities break up
Somerset party
A woman was summonsed
following a situation in Somerset
Hall 1:52 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 19.
Officers responded to the fourth
floor of the hall following a
report of a party in progress and
the odor of marijuana. Upon
arriving, two men were seen in
the hallway holding an intoxicat-
ed woman upright. One of the
men was a resident of the room
in question. The woman, identi-
fied as Sarah Cirell, 20, of
Orono, received a summons for
possession of liquor by a minor
by consumption. The residents of
the room where the party
occurred were referred to
Judicial Affairs.
Drunk man caught driving
on sidewalk
A man was arrested following
a traffic violation in front of
Doris Twitchell Allen Village
1:22 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 19. An
officer patrolling the area
observed a white, four-door vehi-
cle veer to the right on Long
Road and then drive down a side-
walk to access DTAV. The vehi-
cle was stopped. The driver,
identified as Edward Imbert, 20,
of Dover-Foxcroft, stated that he
was unfamiliar with campus and
did not realize it was a sidewalk.
He spoke with a slur and the offi-
cer detected the odor of intoxi-
cating beverages coming from
the vehicle. Imbert stated that he
was the designated driver and
was coming from Ushuaia dance
club. Following field sobriety
testing he was taken in for a
breathalizer test. His blood alco-
hol level was found to be a .14.
He was arrested for operating
under the influence and trans-
ported to Penobscot County Jail.
SERVICE
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is based on assumptions, in my
case faulty ones, and needs to be
reexamined."
At the beginning of the year the
waiting line outside the IT Help
Center stretched out into the hall
with phones constantly ringing. The
people waiting in person are going
to get priority service over the peo-
The
Maine
Campus
putting
reporters and
photographers
back on the
streets since
1875.
pie calling for service, and that is
what happened. This could explain
for people calling for assistance
only to have their phone unan-
swered.
New Media faculty member
Mike Scott gave some insight on
perhaps some confusion that some
people might be getting when look-
ing for computer help. There am
two technology groups on campus,
IT located in Shibles Hall and UNet
located in Neville Hall.
"People often become confused
to whom they should contact," Scott
said.
Some people might be asking for
help from UNet when they really
need help from the IT Help Center.
He said IT is always trying to
improve its customer service.
Nickerson said suggestions am
always accepted.
"We have some 10,001 different
things on our 'things to fix up' list,
and we're going through it," he said.
—Ernest Scheyder contributed to
this article.
EXPERIENCE FOR YOUR RESUME.
MONEY FOR COLLEGE.
Strengthening your personal skills is not the only
benefit of *sing the Army. You can also receive
cash bonuses and money for college. II you quality.
yea can receive a $20,000 Enlistment Bonus, 95,000
College Loan Repayment or $70,000 from the Army
College fund. Find out more at ROARMY.COM or
I -100 -RSA-ARMY.
Askhowyoucan
getupto
$70,000
for College
Where: Army Recruiting Station, Maine Square Mall, Suite 7,667 Hogan Road
When: Call tor an appoinment or stop by Mon-Sat, 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Who, SSG Greg Boiyin, 942-9165, gregory.bolyin@usarec.army mil
AN ARMY or ONE 1—*
.s4i sire inralitlittettr iiiiiliti;t1
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ELECTION
From Page 1
form speeches to the general assem-
bly.
The assembly is made up of all
the elected residence hall representa-
tives.
Kirkland is not involved in the
ROC General Assembly, but is the
president of the DTAV Village
Council.
According to Adam Jones, ROC
vice president of financial affairs,
Mullen decided to accept her nomi-
nation after hearing Kirkland's
speech, because she did not consider
him a good candidate.
Mullen added that she had never
been told that there was a deadline or
when she could accept her nomina-
tion.
"I didn't think it would matter,"
Mullen said. "I didn't know it was
going to be this big fiasco."
Wilber said he was not sure
whether he should allow Mullen to
accept her nomination, since there is
no mention of a deadline to accept a
nomination in either the ROC
Constitution or the FEPC
Guidelines.
"There is no deadline," Tripp,
who is currently the secretary for
ROC, said on election day. "She
could have accepted her nomination
last night and they couldn't have
done anything about it."
According to the ROC constitu-
tion, Wilber had the authority as
ROC president to decide on the mat-
ter.
Wilber said he chose to bring the
topic up for a vote at the following
ROC meeting so representatives of
the students could make the decision.
In a post on the ROC First Class
folder, DeGrass said he was not
informed about the situation.
"A full nine days passed that
Dean [Wilberj did not tell me that
[Mullen] was going to be on the bal-
lot," DeGrass said. "He did not in
any way, nor did she, communicate
with me that she had changed her
mind."
On Feb. 16, according to Tripp,
the GA voted in favor of placing
Mullen on the ballot Two members
abstained.
DeGrass sent an e-mail to all can-
didates, not including Mullen,
requesting biographical information
about them for Information
Technologies to post on the election
ballot.
Wilber received a carbon copy of
the e-mail and responded to it short-
ly after it was sent.
According to DeGrass, Wilber's
e-mail read: "'This needs to be sent
to Christine Mullen also! She is run-
ning for President"
DeGrass said he had not been told
at all about the possible change in the
election.
DeGrass said he sent an e-mail
that day to Mullen requesting her
biographical information.
On the ROC folder DeGrass
said: "I immediately emailed
Christine asking her for her bio in
case the FEPC decided to allow her
on the ballot"
Mullen said she had not been told
that FEPC was discussing the matter
at all. DeGrass confirmed that he had
not actually told her.
Mullen said she sent her biogra-
phical information as of Feb. 17.
According to Mullen, it was not
until Feb. 21, the day before the
election, at 11:30 a.m. that she was
informed by DeGrass that she
would not be on the ballot because
the FEPC had decided that day it
was too late for her to accept the
nomination. Further, they said it
would not be fair to Kirkland,
because he thought he was running
uncontested and therefore had not
campaigned.
Mullen said she was "heartbro-
ken," but did not plan on arguing
with FEPC about it. It was Wilber
who wanted to tight against FEPC's
decision.
At 8:10 p.m. on election day,
Wilber posted a message in the ROC
folder saying:
"FEPC is trying to control us
(ROC) and say that Christine can't
be on the ballot, because they don't
want to (for reasons I can only spec-
ulate). This isn't their decision to
make."
According to DeGrass, on the day
of the election, he sought advice
from Legal Services, members of the
GSS, and other FEPC members on
the matter, and they all agreed that
Mullen should not have been on the
ballot because the nominations were
closed and FEPC has power over
ROC elections.
Tripp said she doubts Legal
Services was shown ROC's
Constitution, which states in Section
2, Part A: "The ROC General
Assembly shall be the authority on
all matters of policy, both general and
financial, which come before the on-
campus student body."
DeGrass argued that FEPC has
the authority over their elections
because, as it states in Article 1,
Section 5 of the FEPC Guidelines:
"The FEPC shall have the author-
ity to review any election held by
an organization recognized by
Student Government, and shall
serve as the final arbiter in all
electoral disputes under its juris-
diction."
At Wednesday's FEPC meeting,
CAMPUS PHOTO BY STEVEN KNAPP
TYPE AWAY — Dean Wilber, outgoing president of
Residents on Campus, works in his office and converses
with coworkers Wednesday afternoon.
Wilbur said he planned to propose a
resolution to the GA to reject the out-
come of the election and conduct an
entirely new nomination process and
subsequent election. He said he is
sure the GA will support his resolu-
tion.
Wilber said ROC is not required
to coordinate with FEPC in future
elections.
ROC representative Christine
Clark said the presidential election
should not be reheld and that it was
correct for Mullen to be absent from
the ballot
"Once you decline, that should be
final," she said.
Kirkland chose not to comment
on the election controversy, but
said he is "excited" that he was
elected.
Though most attention has been
placed on the presidential election,
Brian Brown, the current ROC
vice president who lost said he
believes the fairness or the vice
presidential election should also be
given attention because of techni-
cal difficulties with IT.
Colleen Ouellette from rr said
there were problems with Internet
services which caused the election to
be delayed until 12:10 p.m. There
was no official notification of the
time change posted to any residence
hall folder on First Class, or any
other folder.
Brown said he feels Mullen
should .have been put on the ballot
and that the FEPC is at fault.
"I have some real concern with
the way the FEPC handled the elec-
tions," he said. "The FEPC oversees
the election. That's all they do, and
they screwed up."
In an e-mail, DeGrass said this
should not have happened.
"The time change of the election
should have been posted. I was
extremely busy coordinating every-
thing so that the election happened
that slipped my mind," he said.
You know what they say about
guys with big feet.
Replace me? I dare you to fill my shoes.
Aaron Skilling, advertising manager of The Maine Campus newspaper
is currently accepting applications for the position of assistant
advertising manager.
This position offers room for promotion to one of the most desirable
jobs at UMaine.
Learn to sell, design, and manage an office staff.
E-mail Aaron Skilling on FirstClass or call 581-1276 for more
information - or you may be kicking yourself later.
Underclassmen in Journalism, Advertising, Marketing or Business majors are
encouraged to apply. Deadline is March 18, 2004.
Don't hesitate, apply today.
The MAINE
CAMPUS
Apply today. You may be the future Ad Manager.
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STUDENT SENATE NOTES
Senate mulls ROC,
denies play funding
By Samantha White
For The Maine Campus
A major event that was dis-
cussed at this week's General
Student Senate meeting will raise
a lot of debate around campus.
Another voting dispute has arisen,
this time pertaining to the presi-
dential elections of the Residents
on Campus board. According to
Eric DeGrass, head of the Fair
Elections Practices Commission,
Christine Mullen was an original
candidate for this position. On
Feb. 7, she gave notice that she
would not accept her nomination.
Exactly one week prior to the
election date, Tuesday the 22nd,
she changed her mind and decid-
ed that she would accept the nom-
ination. But when voting time
came and the ballot was
processed, her name did not
appear on the ballot. She said she
was disappointed, but understood
the situation. The current presi-
dent of ROC, Dean Wilber felt
differently. There is now a pro-
posal to nullify this election that
occurred on Tuesday, and hold a
new election with Mullen's name
appearing on the ballot. DeGrass
said this was not following proce-
dure.
"In my opinion, they can't do
that," DeGrass said.
He said that they are violating
their own rules in doing this, and
he will be persistent in making
sure that this does not happen. He
said these actions would be unfair.
"Dean [Wilber] has been
resilient in nullifying these elec-
tion results," he said.
The guest speaker for
Tuesday's meeting was Mike
Parkin from Cutler Health Center,
who was there to talk about health
insurance for students. According
to Parkin, the University of Maine
has changed health care every two
to five years in attempt to meet
students' needs. This year, the
university is working with a Web
site called "Zoomerang," where it
will have an 18 question survey
for students to fill out to find out
what students are looking for in
an insurance plan.
"Cutler wants to get an idea of
what the student population in
general is looking for. This survey
may lead the university to change
the plan for next fall," Parkin said.
Right now, coverage for an
entire year is $1,723. According
to Parkin, the current plan is "a
good plan, but not perfect." He
said the center is looking to tweak
it in anyway possible to make it a
better deal for students.
"The survey is not to sell
insurance or solicit anything. It is
to see what students think so the
university knows what to
change," Parkin said.
Students wishing to take this
quick survey can log on to
www.cutlerhealth.umaine.edu
The Maine Masque was pres-
ent to ask for another $1,600 to
help pay for the building of the set
for their production of "6
Characters in Search of an
Author." They had originally
asked for $800 but were looking
for more because it is a fairly
elaborate set. The Executive
Budgetary Committee said that
$800 was enough considering
they have already received almost
$5,000 for the New York City trip
that is planned. The Senate voted
to keep the amount at $800, and it
was agreed upon that they would
have received more if the New
York City trip would have been
an event occurring on campus
such as a theater production.
A resolution was also brought
up to allocate $1,500 to the
American Marketing Association.
Eight people from that group will
be going to New Orleans for their
annual competition. This resolu-
tion passed without any debate.
President Kate O'Brien also
said that Dean of Students Robert
Dana wants to have a banquet
with all the senators and members
of student government to get to
know the students that are leading
the student body. This will be dis-
cussed more during the meetings
following Spring Break:
HOUSE
From Page 1
ior at Mt. Ararat High School, stood
by silently. Jeff Moms said the open
house was a larger oreasion for him
than his son.
"He's indifferent, but we're excit-
ed. [The University of Maine] is our
first choice," he said.
The day involved information
sessions on the university, the admis-
sion process, financial aid and stu-
dent life. A student panel session was
available for questions and answers.
Campus tours and the opportunity to
meet with a department representa-
tive if scheduled in advance were
also available.
Liz Downing, coordinator of
new student programs, Sharon
Oliver, director of admission, and
interim President Robert Kennedy
started the day with a welcome
speech, followed by a general
information session by the direc-
tors of the Career Center, financial
aid, residential life and housing.
After the student panel, prospec-
tive students and families were
invited touvisit the various college
and program tables, before attend-
ing additional specific information
sessions on health professions and
pre-law. Guided campus tours of
the library, Union, classrooms and
memorial gym were given before
lunch. The day even included the
opportunity to attend a showing at
the Jordan Planetarium in Wingate
Hall.
Kassandra Pierce, a graduate of
Bangor High School, was among the
excited prospective students at the
MCA at 8 a.m. Pierce has already
applied and been accepted to the psy-
chology department, but has deferred
until fall. She was originally plan-
ning to go to the University of
Southern Maine, but opted for
UMaine instead.
"It's closer to home," she said.
Current students on campus,
such as sophomore Allie Thibodeau,
sang a different tune throughout the
day.
"I hate admission day. There's no
parking," Thihndeau said.
UMaine will be hosting its next
open house on Monday, April 18.
UM Professor wins Fulbright
By Pattie Barry
Copy Editor
The application process began in August, but for
Professor Roberto Lopez-Anido the project started over
two years ago.
Lopez-Anido, an associate professor in the depart-
ment of civil and environmental engineering, has been
awarded one of the prestigious Fulbright scholarships. He
intends to travel to the University of Chile in Santiago.
Lopez-Anido, taking a break from the classes he teaches
in structures, mechanics and materials. He will leave for
South America in January of next year, just in time to
begin their fall semester.
The Fulbright program, an international educational
program sponsored by the U.S. Government, awards
approximately 4,500 grants annually to graduate stu-
dents, scholars, professors, teachers and administrators in
the United States and internationally. According to its
Web site, "'The grant is designed to allow its recipients to
increase mutual understanding between the people of the
United States and the people of other countries."
Lopez-Anido is one of 800 U.S. faculty and profes-
sionals who will travel abroad to 140 countries, according
to the U.S. Department of State and the J. William
Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board as cited in a news
release.
The application process included a proposal of
research and teaching activities, as well as a description
of the benefits the grant would bestow upon UMaine and
the University of Chile. In addition, Lopez-Anido sub-
mitted a curriculum vitae and letters of reference from
other professors.
The trip to Chile won't be the first for Lopez-Anido, a
native of Argentina whose first language is Spanish. He
has already made two trips to Santiago: The first time he
visited was a year and a half ago in order to establish a
cooperation between UMaine and the University of
Chile; the second trip was to survey some of the marine
piers in the area with other professors from its university.
"In my two trips to Chile I found the country to be a
good place for the exchange of students and professors,"
he said. "It's a safe place where institutions are well-
organized ... sometimes when you travel abroad, not
everywhere is safe."
The communication began when Lopez-Anido con-
tacted a research group at the University of Chile,
expressing a common interest in wood-plastic composite
materials research. In Chile, he explained, they have a
need to build stronger marine piers; those currently in
place are being attacked by marine borers, more com-
monly known as shipworms.
"Since Chile has a very important forest products sec-
tor, they produce quite a lot of sawdust, and they don't
know what to do with that," he said. "Here we have the
technology at UMaine that can help Chile use a byprod-
CAMPUS PHOTO BY STEVEN KNAPP
SMILE - Roberto Lopez-Anido, an
associate professor of civil engineering,
received a Fulbright Grant to study
composite materials in Chile.
uct to produce high performance materials - that is to say
ones that are durable, strong, and safe."
Wood-composite materials, known as WPCs, are
manufactured by a mixture of sawdust and plastic, he
said. By developing new piers made using WPCs, engi-
neers would make the piers more resistant to attack by the
shipwonns.
Beyond this research, Lopez-Anido hopes to craft
something more meaningful with the Chileans.
"I look forward to developing an international collab-
oration with the University of Chile that will help both
institutions in such a way that students from both univer-
sities can travel abroad and professors can work together
on research projects that are of mutual interest," he said.
He encourages students from all disciplines to study in
Chile, and vice versa. He said that one student from Chile
has started a Ph.D program here and that other students
have applied to programs in engineering and wood sci-
ence and technology.
During his six-month stay he will be accompanied by
his wife, Grace, and two of his daughters, Virginia and
Rebecca.
"Its going to be a challenge for them ... We are going
from the small town of Orono to a big city," he said
THURSDAY: .50 cent well drinks, 4 - 9 p.m.
FRIDAY: Free food from 4- 9 p.m.
SATURDAY: Killa Karaoke
Located at UNIVERSITY 5 College Ave, Orono
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Fool me
once, shame
on you ...
With the controversy surround-
ing the current Residents on
Campus election mirroring those of
this past fall's Student Government
elections, many students have
become disenfranchised with cam-
pus politics altogether. All stride
should be taken to follow both the
letter and spirit of the law when
resolving this latest dispute.
However, with many regula-
tions and rules opposing each
other, common sense should be on
the forefront of everyone's mind.
All efforts should be made for
honesty and commraderie to pre-
vail in the final outcome of this
latest debacle. The General
Student Senate, and Student
Government as a whole, should
see its role as advisory and take
care not to be seen as intrusive in
what is ultimately an internal
ROC matter. The ROC General
Assembly, however, should rec-
ognize the vast experience GSS
has in election matters. Both sides
should meet in the middle for the
benefit of the candidates.
Learning to
deal with
IT
Every successful business
knows how to balance staffing
issues with demand for service.
Customer satisfaction is the most
important aspect of establishing a
prosperous clientele and creating
repeat customers.
As of late, Information
Technologies has been bogged
down with a burdensome workload
and only minimal help to answer
inquiries, assist customers and per-
form the labor necessary to fix and
return damaged computers.
It is not our place or intention to
tell IT how to run business, but as
the only technical support facility
on campus, perhaps it's time to hire
a few more associates to handle
phone calls, consult customers and
repair computers in a more timely
fashion than the current waiting
period.
Students can do their part to alle-
viate some of the burden on the IT
staff. General computer trou-
bleshooting questions can be direct-
ed to a tech-savvy friend. If techni-
cal support is required, please
remember that patience is a virtue,
because if IT has more time to work
on malfunctioning units, then the
time issue can be remedied and the
overall quality of service will be
improved.
Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor should he no
longer than 300 words and should
include the author's inane, address, aca-
demic major or job title and phone num-
ber or e-mail address, The Maine
Ceunpro reserves the right to edit sub-
missions for length and clarity.
The Maine Campos
5748 Memorial Union
Orono 04469-5748
or e-mail:
opinionOmainecampna.com
SOAP B HECA Opinion•Editorial
Goodbye, Good Doctor
Counterculture icon Thompson blazed path for rogues
A true legend has passed.
The death of Dr. Hunter S.
Thompson has rocked the jour-
nalism world. Thompson, one
of the pioneers of "real journal-
ism," went out with a bang —
literally — by ending his own
life with a self-inflicted gunshot
wound to the head. His decision
ended an illustrious 67-year
life.
When I first heard the news,
I was dumbfounded. This man,
best known for his savage, no-
holds-barred approach to jour-
nalism, had truly lived life to
the fullest.
As the news sunk in, I found
little surprise in the Good
Doctor's suicide. This was a
man who had penchant for
drugs, guns and using both
simultaneously at his secluded
ranch on the outskirts of Aspen,
where he churned out many of
his later masterpieces, ranting
about the sports world — most
recently espn.com's "Hey
Rube" column — and the cur-
rent state of politics.
"When the going gets weird,
the weird turn pro."
Thompson's immortal words
fail to adequately assess his out-
look on life. This was a man
who truly lived for the moment,
embracing all facets of insanity
and never looking back or fear-
ing potential consequences of
his outrageous actions.
MIKE
MELOCHICK
OPINION EDITOR
He wrote for a number of
publications, most notably
Rolling Stone and Sports
Illustrated, balancing the unbe-
lievable, the incredulous and
concrete fact, including his
breakout work "Hells Angels."
He was comissioned by the
biker gang themselves to ride'
with them for a year and to pub-
lish his account of what tran-
spired. His writings were raw,
perceptive accounts of the
events he experienced, or in
most cases caused to happen —
no bullshit, no pandering to edi-
tors and most importantly, no
deadlines, the true essence of
"Gonzo journalism," the phrase
coined by Thompson to
describe his mad musings, also
applies to fellow ground-break-
ing author Tom Wolfe's works
— "The Electric Kool Aid Acid
Test", "Bonfire of the Vanities."
More often than not,
Thompson's assignments took a
backseat to his unbridled sense
of adventure and mischief that
would get today's reporters
fired for even thinking about.
His skepticism was his trade-
mark, the signature of a true
Thompson misadventure.
Anyone who has seen the
movie "Fear and Loathing in
Las Vegas" can attest, at least
partially, to Thompson's ingen-
ious insanity. As is usually the
case, the book is far superior to
the film adaptation. But as far
as mainstream portrayals of
Thompson go, Johnny Depp hit
the nail on the head with his
role as Dr. Gonzo. If you have
not yet experienced this film, I
would recommend seeing it just
to understand, on a very mini-
mal level, the depth of
Thompson's brilliant lunacy.
His works range from the
ultra-political "Fear and
Loathing on the Campaign
Trail," his brutal assessment of
the 1972 presidential campaign,
to the intensely personal, such
as "Screwjack," a rare, candid
account of his sex life at the
height of his celebrity.
Never one to mince words,
Thompson was a pro at keeping
a grudge. His disdain for
Former President Richard
Nixon was echoed at Nixon's
funeral, where he called the
former president "A liar, a quit-
ter and a bastard. A cheap crook
and a merciless war criminal."
For Thompson, the pen was
See THOMPSON on Page 7
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Cell-ing
our safety
Distractions
hinder driving
FOR THE MAINE CAMPUS
The extent to which cell
phones have pervaded our
national psyche is astronomical.
We list grocery items to spous-
es, as we inch our way along the
"10 Items or Less" checkout
line. We rattle off movie titles
strolling the endless aisles in the
rental store. And, of course, we
make seemingly important calls
to just about everyone, even
when driving.
That precarious situation —
driving while using a cell phone
— is once again at the center of
a debate over the safety of such
a setup. Some legislators argue
that cell phones are increasingly
dangerous for drivers these
days. They are opposed by those
who say cell phones are not gen-
erally dangerous and pose no
more danger than other distrac-
tions in the vehicle: Other peo-
ple, other devices and stereos.
Let us consider the validity
of each side's argument:
Those who say cell phones
should not be used while driving
cite many studies showing that
hundreds of accidents occur
every year because of driver
inattention while talking on the
phone. In addition, they say, cell
phones have some newer fea-
tures that necessitate the passing
of phone-free-driving legisla-
tion. Text messaging, images,
videos, and even the ability to
navigate the Internet are avail-
able to many cell phone users.
All these technological
advancements add up to dis-
traction after distraction on the
road.
Those who oppose such leg-
islation point to other studies
that disprove cell phones' dan-
ger in vehicles. Such research,
they say, shows that the actual
device is not the problem; they
say the conversation is the real
See DRIVING on Page 7
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THOMPSON
From Page 6
truly mightier than the sword.
His words are his legacy.
His free-spirited nature is an
eternal beacon for those who
opt to seek out the truth as
opposed to those who choose
to follow the masses. He came
under fire from conventional
journalists for his extremely
unorthodox journalistic prac-
tices, specifically regarding his
ultra-reckless drug use.
Thompson said it best himself:
"I hate to advocate the use of
drugs, alcohol, violence and
insanity, but in my case,
they've seemed to work."
It was this approach to cov-
ering stories that made
Thompson such a coveted
writer and icon for those jaded
by conformism and predictable
media professionals.
Thompson's influence led
me to write for this publication.
As a fan of his works and his
individualistic approach to writ-
ing a seething piece, I got rip-
roaring drunk and decided the
issue of reality television had to
be addressed in my own unique
fashion. A 12-pack of Bud
Light, at least two shots of Jack
Daniels and God-knows-what
else later, my very first column
for The Maine Campus was
emailed to the Opinion editor at
the time, Marshall Dury.
Looking back, the piece was
terrible and I could have inad-
vertently blacklisted myself
from the publication. However,
sitting at my desk in The Maine
Campus Office, there but for
the grace of the Good Doctor,
go I.
In some journalism classes,
the professor will go around and
ask if anyone has a journalistic
influence. I always reply.
"Hunter S. Thompson." Usually
I am met with a nod of trepida-
tion and a raised eyebrow, the
kind that denotes an unsavory
character. This never deters me,
because I embrace Thompson's
fearlessness, tenacity and
courage under fire.
The impact of Thompson's
life and legacy will transcend
mere personal anecdotes and
tales of woe. Through his sto-
ried catalog, Thompson has
solidified a place amongst the
greatest writers of our time. The
echo of his distinguished career
and countless rants against the
powers that be reverberate his
gonzo voice of reason through
this era of political and social
turmoil.
Mike Melochick is a senior
journalism major who believes
it's better to burn out than to
fade away.
DRIVING
From Page 6
culprit here. In other words,
talking on the phone while driv-
ing is dangerous not because of
the time it takes to look away
from the road, but because of
the distractions inherent in talk-
ing while driving. Thus, they
argue, hands-free devices
should be exempt from any new
laws banning cell phone use in
vehicles.
When reviewing these argu-
ments, it becomes clear that
each has a fairly well-formed
case: Either cell phones are dis-
tracting while driving or they
aren't. At this point, though,
some questions are left unan-
swered. For example, if the con-
versation, not the device, is to
blame, then shouldn't we be
banning any sort of talking
while in a vehicle? And why is it
exactly that the cell phones
themselves have somehow
escaped from the debate?
The answers to these ques-
tions can be quickly obtained
upon learning of the makeup of
the those in opposition to the
legislation. Unsurprisingly, it
includes two cell phone giants,
NexTel and Sprint, with Verizon
currently on the fence about the
issue. These companies contend
that placing restrictions on cell
phone use would constitute
unfair legislation, threatening
the economic stability of cell
phone companies.
Suddenly, the fog disperses:
Either cell phones are distract-
ing while driving or cell phone
companies don't want to jeop-
ardize the countless minutes we
exhaust while driving.
I think we all know which
side can claim validity here.
Dusty Lavoie is a senior sec-
ondary in English education
major.
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• Spring Break in the Virgin Islands
• "Cops"
• Oriental Jade
• "eaddyshack"
• Four-wheel drive
• Spring Break on French Island
• "Real Ty-
• Oriental liing
• "Caddyshack
• Rear-wheel drive
Destination relaxation
Warm location not necessary to enjoy Spring Break
This last week, academic wise,
has sucked for a lot of us. Projects,
midterms and papers have taken up
a lot of our time, and the aptly
named "Hell Week" is, thankfully,
almost over. Like most of students,
I'm looking forward to a nice two-
week-long vacation of turning my
brain off and catching up on some
sleep, and probably trying to catch
up on some of the TV shows I rarely
have time to watch.
And since I'll be away from the
University of Maine for a bit, I won't
have to worry about any midterms,
quints or other class projects to sap
my attention from relaxing.
However, unlike some of the more
fortunate college students I know, I
don't exactly have any wild and
crazy plans. I've got a friend going to
the warm and snowless Bahamas, a
few others who are going home —
somewhere out of state — and the
rest are like me, heading on home
somewhere in snowy Maine.
A few friends of mine in the
same spot as myself decided ago
that we should try to get out and
away on our Spring Break as well.
FOR THE MAINE CAMPUS
One thing I've just teamed is that
Spring Break takes a hell of a lot of
planning; especially if you're going
to do something major.
At first, we were looking at mak-
ing a week out of a trip to across the
border to Canada. There was a lot of
talk of hitting up clubs, stores and
the usual attractions. Of course, that
looks to get pretty expensive, and
since a handful of us aren't willing to
sleep in the same car, we'd have to
look at a hotel reservation, and that's
would be another arm and a leg.
Also, cars aren't exactly that
abundant in my circle of friends, so
transportation would end up being
just another issue to tack onto the
list of obstacles. So, in the end,
'Canada or Bust" ended up looking
less like a week, and then less like
a weekend, to more of a "maybe
next year" type of thing than the
cool vacation it had seemed in the
first place. And if we couldn't even
make it driving north across the
border, I doubted we could find
something as warm as a trip to the
Caribbean or Florida within our
grasps. Luckily, we figured out
something that's a bit more within
our reach — something still good
but not as ambitious.
While a weekend in Portland
isn't exactly the same as a trip
across the border, it still counts as
something. The same elements of a
vacation are in there: Change of
scenery, different places to visit and
good company. And it's still a relax-
ing trip with friends, and isn't that
the point of Spring Break in gener-
al? Either way, it's a plan for having
some fun. I hope that the rest of you
can manage to pull of your own
Spring Break vacation, even if it's
just something little. We can't all go
the Bahamas, but it doesn't mean
we can't take it easy.
Paul Goodman is a freshman
new media major.
Finding light in darkness
Road to sobriety not always the easiest path to follow
Substance Abuse Week — an
effort to educate students about the
dangers and risks of alcohol and
drug use — often slips under the
radar, but the administration and
faculty have good reasons to be
alarmed. OUI arrests have increased
greatly since last semester. People
get into fights, miss classes due to
mind-bending hangovers, many of
my friends are struggling, and I can-
not claim to know what is going on
in their hearts and minds that drives
them to such extremes, but! will tell
you this much: I am an alcoholic, a
drunk, a booze hound. What a rigor-
ous self-admission. Like a wind up
transformer, just add one drink and
I'll eventually be puking on my car-
pet and missing class the next day.
Many think that it is a badge of
honor to finish off the night by
heaving up the previous days'
Hamburger Helper, but for me, it
went much further than that.
My reasons for sharing this with
you are ultimately selfish, for it's my
ass if! pick up that first drink, which
in turn leads to a thousand; even
then, that's not enough for me. Just
writing it and putting my guns on
the table is an act of being painfully
self-aware, and ultimately surren-
dering to that which I have strug-
gled and fought with for so long.
Today I have made it through
the day without the booze, and I
feel pretty good and have money in
my pocket to spend on other things,
like crappy campus cuisine. Joking
aside, it is a deadly serious matter
for me. There is no way that I can
do a total recall on the moment
when I crossed over into the dis-
ease and disaster that was to fol-
low. All I can tell you is that when
I reached the destination of desper-
ation and the jumping off point, I
got help.
According to medical opinion
and the vast numbers of men and
women who have recovered, it is
perceived as an "allergy" coupled
by a mental obsession. The "aller-
gy" itself is manifested after that
line in the sand is crossed, and the
illusion of being able to drink like
ADRIAN
WINGARD
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normal people has to be smashed —
no pun intended. The mental obses-
sion for me was that someday under
some formula of willpower, intellect
and reason,! would be able to drink
one or two and walk away like nor-
mal folk. I tried this without great
success. In fact, over a period of
time, it nearly killed me and almost
took away all that I had worked for
in school, friendships and in life. I
do look back and remember what it
was like to be your age, and the
hangovers were manageable. It was
fun, and if it wasn't fun, I wouldn't
drink.
I am not a preacher. I am not per-
fect. I have a thousand and one
excuses to drink. I told myself all
the lies and eventually the day
arrived when I was spiritually, emo-
tionally, mentally, and physically
bankrupt. Not a pretty sight. I am by
no means out of the woods, either. If
I don't stay the course and seek help
on a daily basis, I could have all of
that misery refunded in spades.
My final spiel on this ordeal is
the whole God thing. There is no
doubt that many of you will bristle
with antagonism at the mere men-
tion of the Almighty. That's OK, I
can understand where you are
coming from — believe me, I tried
every avenue of mind over matter
before I was beaten down. I
thought I was tough, but that mys-
terious, magical liquid swirling
ever-so-seductively in the glass
turned on me like a snake and
knocked me to the mat quicker
than Apollo Creed.
I had known that God existed my
whole life, but always ran from
Him. It seemed that He had bigger
fish to fry than me. I wanted to
make it on my own — plain and
simple. In a strange twist of irony,
my drinking brought me to God,
and it has been by no means in the
religious sense. He is my friend;
most of the times my silent partner
who gives me strength to make
decisions based on courage. I am
trying to divorce myself from self-
pity, dishonesty, and self-seeking
motives. I will always have a streak
of selfishness, and as long as I live
inside my mortal frame, I will have
to contend with that very fact of
human nature. It's all good — I have
a new freedom and a new happiness
today that is second to none.
Many folks in Alcoholics
Anonymous and Narcotics
Anonymous will tell you that they
have a new lease on life. And it
doesn't cost a cent. They give it
freely away to those suffering in
order to keep it themselves. If you
are not certain that you are an alco-
holic or a drug addict, try some con-
trolled using, and I suggest this ten-
tatively. Try just having one and
walking away. It might be worth a
rough spell of the screaming heebie-
jeebies in order to get a firm grasp
on your condition. For people in the
advanced stages of addiction, there
are three eventual outcomes of the
disease, if left unchecked: jails,
institutions, and death. It is not my
intention to throw around scare tac-
tics, but face it — people die from
this disease everyday.
In conclusion, this article is a
testimony to my love for this uni-
versity and for those that might be
out there suffering. It is a goad
and a spur for me to keep on
keeping on. Ultimately there is a
program of recovery that must
first be met by action. It is the
Twelve Steps. It is a simple pro-
gram for complicated people. It is
organized and run by people from
all walks of life and experience,
and it helps them to help others.
There are no strings attached, no
hidden agendas, no religion
forced down anyone's throat and
is open to anyone who wants to
recover. Just for today. I will stay
the course and hold fast.
Adrian Wingard is a senior
English major.
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Miloandthe Art
,,Red Bull
Mechanics
Recent UMaine graduate in running for
the top prize in Red Bull art contest
By Matt Keamey
Style Editor
Aret first glance, the figure looks like a fragment of Wall Street
frozen in time. A suited man hunched over an attache case,
spreadsheets seatrered out. Upon closer inspection more is
vealed, as wings sprouting from the figure's back become visi-
ble and it suddenly becomes clear to the viewer that this is a piece of art.
The artwork, entitled "Auf Dem Weg zu Arbeit (On the Way to Work),"
was created by former UMaine student Milorad Medunic, who graduated in
December, for Red Bull's Art of the Can Contest The contest challenged
the Northeast's artistic minds to create art using Red Bull cans. More than
400 artists submitted pieces, which were whittled down to the top 31 that
will be exhibited at the Artists for Humanity EpiCenter in South Boston
beginning Saturday.
"My work deals with the average Joe. The guy that goes to work every
day and sits in the little box without much hope of change on a daily basis. I
feel bad for him and I guess that was my main inspiration," said Medunic.
"We the people need to break boundaries and get away from some of the
craziness we create for ourselves."
Medunic, who majored in Studio Art, said it took everything he learned
in his four years to put together and finali7p his piece. It was put together
using chicken wire to create the human shape, which was filled with insula-
tion foam to give it a full figure. Medunic purchased a suit at Goodwill to
dress the frame in. He used brown wax to create the hands and hand, which
were casts of fellow UMaine student and friend of Medwiic's Eben Bell.
The fmal step was in creating the wings, created out of Red Bull cans.
"The wings were created separately on a wire frame out of approximate-
ly 80 cans which I got out of my friends garbage," he said.
The entire process of creating the artwork took Medunic a week and
half, but the night before he had to submit it was the most chaotic and
intense, he said.
"After a whole day in classes I spent the rest of the night till morning in
the studio, finalizing the project, putting it all together, then taking it apart,
loading it into my car and at 8 a.m. I was on my way to Boston to deliver
it," said Medunic.
Thursday night, Feb. 24, Medunic, as well as the other 30 artists in the
running for the grand prize — a trip to the 51st International Arts Festival in
Venice, Italy — will find out what piece is chosen as the top artwork at an
invite-only gala. The decision will be made by a panel of four distinguished
art judges, judging on the criteria of creative concept, conceptual execution
and construction.
"Sure we all would love to win but at the end I just appreciate the oppor-
tunity to show my artwork and who knows maybe I will land a job or com-
mission due to my work being exposed to the public," said Medunic.
Medunic was introduced to the Art of the Can Contest while he was in
Austria, where he studied abroad a few years ago. The contest has been tak-
ing place in Europe since 1997, and this is its first year in the United States.
Medunic said he almost chose not to enter this contest, but his friend
Brandon Cronin convinced him otherwise.
"I was excited but with the pressure of being a senior I simply could not
produce one more project I told myself," Medunic said, "I would say that if
it wasn't for Brandon I would not have done it. He literally pushed me and
made me sign up for the competition."
To check out Medwiic's and the other artists' works and to find out more
about the contest, visit www.redbullartofthecan.com
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Lack of diversity kills Java show
By Wayne Clarke
For The Maine Campus
Walking into the upper dining
room of the union on Tuesday
night, I was rather excited. Ian
Blanchard, lead guitarist for the
Portland-based band Headstart,
was set to play. Due to my affin-
ity for the band, I was looking
forward to hearing Blanchard's
solo acoustic work. However,
what I heard for a performance
was certainly not what I expect-
ed.
Blanchard is an extremely tal-
ented musician. He certainly can
play the guitar exceedingly well,
but his vocals are questionable.
He started off the night with an
interesting rendition of a Weezer
tune. It wasn't that bad, minus
the breaks in his voice as the
range got higher.
Blanchard played a few
mediocre tunes by himself, but
then he brought up his friend
Jason. Not only was I getting a
dose of Blanchard's own musi-
cianship, but I was getting to
hear his friend as well. Exciting?
Not so much. He would have
been better off by himself. While
Jason's guitar playing was great,
his vocals were another story.
They began their set with
"Here comes the Sun" by the
Beatles. Being a huge Beatles
fan, so I knew every chord
change and word to the song. All
in all, I was impressed with their
rendition. The tight harmonies
along with the guitar riffs made it
enjoyable. Their choice of key
was questionable, however.
Blanchard and Jason then
went right back into another
Weezer song. I was slightly dis-
appointed because I had already
"In fact, it was
irritating that a
musician of his level
had such poor
planning."
heard one of their songs less than
five minutes earlier. In fact, it
was irritating that a musician of
his level had such poor planning.
I thought only middle school
garage bands play the same band
twice in five minutes.
Following the Weezer tune,
they started playing a Beatles
medley. Despite how decent it
sounded, their lack of diversity
was beginning to get annoying.
This hindrance was enough to
put off even the most hardcore of
his fans. Musically, the medley
was excellent; however, his
choice to play it at that time was
just plain irritating.
It was shortly after this that
Blanchard brought up another
friend, Kyle. Kyle began
singing "500 Miles" by the
Proclaimers and I seriously
thought it was a joke. Kyle's
voice was just plain too horren-
dous to be true — it had to be a
joke. It wasn't until the next
song, however, that I realized it
was for real. Blanchard would
have been much better off to let
Kyle cheer from the audience,
because he contributed little
musically to the show.
At around 9:30, Blanchard
and friend's ran out of songs to
sing. This may have had some-
thing to do with the fact that
they spent little time acknowl-
edging the audience. Blanchard
almost never acknowledged that
there was even an audience in
the room. He and his friends
just kept playing on, like a jam
session in a living room.
Overall, I wasn't that
impressed with the show.
Blanchard is an unbelievable
musician, but he should offi-
cially hang up his solo act.
While his show was musically
pretty decent, it's the overall
picture that really counts.
People go to .a show to be
acknowledged and feel like they
are part of a show, and I felt like
I would have been better off lis-
tening from the other room.
CAMPUS PHOTO BY MEGAN MARSANSKIS
INTO THE MIC — Tuesday's Java Jive was a blast from the
past when Ian Blanchard and friends harmonized songs
by the Beatles, as well as a variety of other covers for the
Union audience.
Tips to make the trip bearable
By Rachel Krautkramer
It's that magical time of year
again when starry-eyed girls lift
their shirts for video cameras, hop-
ing to appear on "Girls Gone Wild
Endless Spring Break" while their
drunk male counterparts look on
and hoot. Love is in the air.
Hopefully, you prefer a classier
version of this two-week sabbatical
from classes, but even if you don't,
chances are you have to fly some-
where before the fun can begin.
That means boarding an airplane.
The joys of flying are few and
far between, but there are things you
can do to make the process as pain-
less as possible.
Find a cheap airline.
Independence Airline, which flies
out of Portland, offers inexpensive
ways to reach a warmer destination.
Jet Blue in another thrifty alterna-
tive and Expedia.com offers eco-
nomical flight and hotel packages
even if you plan a trip at the last
minute.
Bring a book. Reading it is great,
but so is holding it in front of your
face when the woman next to you
won't stop talking about her lower
back pain or why her daughter's
husband is a loser.
Drink water. Bring your own or
order it instead of soda when the
flight attendant comes by with the
beverage cart. Caffeinated bever-
ages will dehydrate you, and when
you combine them with pressurized,
recirculated cabin air that sucks
moisture out of your skin, the result
is even worse. The more water the
better.,
Use earplugs. Sure, you're on
your way to sip tropical drinks on
the beach in Key West, but the cou-
ple sitting behind you with their
screaming children are on the way
to visit grandma in Palm Springs.
Earplugs will help drown out back-
ground noise when you need a cat
nap, and they take up minimal
room in your carry-on luggage.
Bring your own snack. Pre-
packaged airline food is laden with
sodium and preservatives. Eating it
will make you feel lethargic before
your vacation even begins, so bring
fruit and a freshly made deli sand-
wich as an alternative. You won't
regret it when you have extra ener-
gy your first day off the plane.
Put necessities in your carry-on.
That way if your luggage is lost,
you have money, toiletries and a
change of clothes with you until the
airline can find it. That said, you
might not want to pack a pink lacey
thong in your carry-on, unless of
course you want a teenage security
guard to hold it up in front of every-
one during a "random bag check."
I've seen it happen.
Dress nicely but comfortably.
Flights are not a fashion show but
they're not an excuse to bust out
the fleece pants and fuzzy slippers
haul either. It's just tacky.
Remember that it's going to be
cold on the plane even if you're
headed to Mexico, so be sure to
dress in layers.
Now you can have a painless
flight on the way to your destina-
tion even if the ride home is spent
sunburnt and hungover, wonder-
ing nervously if your parents will
see those "Girls Gone Wild" com-
mercials.
A rundown of some of the best in cult
By Joel Crabtree
Staff Writer
There is a significant differ-
ence between the word classic
and classic with a long 'a.' 'The
former refers to movies like
"Casablanca" and "Citizen
Kane" that are generally accepted
as some of the best movies of all
time. The latter, however, refers
to movies by directors like Lucio
Fulci, Dario Argento and John
Carpenter. These are directors
whose movies get overlooked by
many, but overtime have devel-
oped a die-hard following of
fans. These movies are true cult
classics.
Many cult classics are twisted
horror movies. No country pro-
duces more warped horror flicks
than Italy. Three directors that
represent the Italian horror genre
are Lucio Fulci, Dario Argenton
and Mario Bava. They each cre-
ate brilliantly stylish and violent
films. Dario Argento's "Suspiria"
is more or less the quintessential
Italian horror film. It is a twisted
fairy tale about a ballet student
who gets mixed up with a coven
of witches. The look of the movie
is unique, and Argento uses col-
ors about as well as any director
alive. "Suspiria," in typical
Italian fashion, an absolutely
See CULT on Page 11
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He came, he saw, he lived
By Jesse Davis
I've always hated Mondays, and
this past one certainly justifies my
convictions. In an age that values
popularity above truth, I discovered
that we have lost one of the last peo-
ple who really gave a damn. The
death of Hunter S. Thompson is a
hard pill to swallow.
-We were somewhere around
Barstow on the edge of the desert
when the drugs began to take hold."
The first line of "Fear and Loathing
in Las Vegas" echoes in my mind,
and I remember my first introduction
to the self-proclaimed gonzo journal-
ist through the film. Whether the
drug-induced haze of a genius or a
madman, "Fear and Loathing"
brought about a whole new perspec-
tive to American life.
I remember my father telling me
once, "Jesse, you're allowed to be
the kid from 'Almost Famous,'
you're not allowed to be Hunter
Thompson!" when he found that I
was pursuing journalism as a career.
How sadistically funny it is that he
has become one of my heroes.
Thompson lived his life like an
atom bomb, profoundly affecting
everyone he came in contact with,
whether by a wrong phone number
or a stirring round of shotgun golf. A
tine American, he took every free-
dom he was given and some he was-
n't, questioning both the basis of our
modern society and the government
at large. Nothing was outside the
scope of his writing.
Some students and professors on
campus wonder if what he did really
revolutionized or changed journal-
ism at all, but I think they're missing
the point. It wasn't what he changed
about our world, but how he experi-
enced and shared it. By showing us
life from a seemingly ludicrous
angle, he changed our perceptions
and opened as many minds as he
could wedge a crowbar into.
Though he may be gone, his writ-
ings will live on in the minds and
hearts of those that he has inspired,
and if each of us only give back in
part what we have learned, maybe
our combined efforts will be enough
to pay back the vast debt we owe
him. Until that day comes, I believe
he will be watching and waiting, sit-
ting somewhere far above us, a
whiskey-soaked cigarette in one
hand and a drink in the other, tipping
his hat and reminding us: "Buy the
ticket, take the ride. Mahalo."
1
2.00 off lan's
Hair Safon
Full-service salon,
manicures & pedicures
827-4044 319 Main St., Old Town (Across from Rite Aidaj
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From NME.com
Noel Gallagher has confirmed
that the new Oasis album is finally,
definitely, finished.
Talking to NME.com, the gui-
tarist revealed how he was relieved
now that the long-delayed record is
finally ready.
Describing the past year as "diffi-
cult," Gallagher said, "Not difficult
in that everyone's been feeling down
about things, just frustrating that we
thought we got to the finishing line,
but when it came to it, it just wasn't
worthy of putting out."
He added, "The longer that we
took to do the album, the better it
had to be because of the time from
the last one. When it was two years,
we asked was it good enough after
two years of f*cking about and now
we have to ask if it's good enough
after three years."
The follow-up to 2002's
"Heathen Chemistry" has been beset
with problems. Early sessions with
Death In Vegas as producers were
scrapped, and then the album was
thought to be ready for release last
summer, until that too was scrapped
after the band's much-criticized
Glastonbury performance.
"It's done now. We master it
tomorrow and it's out on May 26,"
confirmed Gallagher, suggesting
that a possible title for the record
could be "The Ear Has No
Memory."
•
Blink-182 are to go on an "indef-
inite hiatus."
Although the new-school punk
mega stars have stopped short of
declaring a split, a statement on their
official website Wednesday says that
for Tom DeLonge, Travis Barker
and Mark Hoppus are taking time
out to dedicate to their families.
It reads, "For over a decade,
Blink 182 has toured, recorded and
done non-stop promotion all while
trying to balance relationships with
family and friends."
"To that end, the band has decid-
ed to go on an indefinite hiatus to
spend some time enjoying the fruits
of their labors with their loved ones.
While there is no set plan for the
band to begin working together
again, no one knows what tomorrow
may bring."
Blink 182 have released six
albums since 1994, and enjoyed hits
like "All The Small Things,"
"What's My Age Again" and "The
Rock Show." Their last album,
2003's "Blink-182" displayed a
more mature direction and featured
a guest appearance from The Cure's
Robert Smith.
•
The White Stripes are set to start
recording their new album this
week. The duo are planning to head
back into the studio to record the fol-
low-up to 2003's "Elephant" in
Detroit.
It is expected that the band will
follow the same process as
"Elephant" — featuring the singles
"Seven Nation Army" and "The
Hardest Button To Button" —
which was recorded in ten days.
White has also just completed
work on a collaborative LP with pal
Brendan Benson.
Talking about his intensive work
schedule, White said, "I've done it
[this way] for a longtime, in my attic
and out of my house, making 45s for
bands. When bands would come to
town, they'd stay at my house and
we'd cut an album. [We'd do the
same thing with] local Detroit
bands."
He told MTV News, "I've been
doing it for as long as I've been writ-
ing, and for as long as I've had
bands, I've been recording. I never
knew too much about the technical
side, I just wanted to get things on
tape that were soulful. And that's the
same thing with [Loretta Lynn's
"Van Lear Rose"]. It was on 8-track,
and we did it in12 days."
Lynn is also hoping to work with
The White Stripes' main man again,
saying, "We haven't talked too
much lately. He's been working, and
I have too. We will try to do some
songs together pretty soon. I would
like to get with him and write some
stuff for my new album."
•
Carl Barat is embarking on a solo
career and has signed a deal.
Rumors have been rife that the
remaining half of The Libertines'
songwriting team would soon to
strike out alone.
Now, it has emerged that Barat
has signed a solo contract with
Vertigo, the imprint of Mercury
Records that brought Razorlight and
The Rapture to prominence.
Vertigo MD Greg Casten said:
"Carl is one of the greatest talents in
modern music. His contribution to
Libertines was fundamental to the
band's success and we're delighted
to have the opportunity of working
closely with him."
Barat will be under the A&R eye
of sometime The Libertines manag-
er Alan McGee, the founder of
Creation Records. An album is
expected by the end of the year.
Barat has also teasingly con-
fumed that his new band will con-
tain members of The Libertines.
Join
the
gang
Write for
Style section.
Contact Matt Kearney on
FirstClass or by phone at
581-3061 for details.
'Constantine' a fiery adaptation
By Derek Francis
Staff Writer
Anyone who reads my reviews
should know by now that I'm a
comic book geek and a half.
From "X-Men" to "Preacher,"
"Spider-Man" to "Batman," I dig
them all. Despite my love for
Garth Ennis' writing, I somehow
man aged to overlook
"Hellblazer." DC Comic's mature
line, Vertigo, put out "Hellblazer"
quite some time ago, and it has
grown to underground cult status
over the years. I was blown away
by the thought that mainstream
Hollywood was releasing an
adaptation of "Hellblazer" with a
movie called "Constantine." The
producers changed the name so
that non-fans would not confuse
it with the already released
"Hellboy," which was also adapt-
ed from a Vertigo title.
John Constantine (Keanu
Reeves) is one chain-smoking,
brooding, demon-killing son of a
bitch. This guy has a death sen-
tence in the form of lung cancer
and he still flips off death as he
lights up another cancer stick.
Constantine has a gift for fighting
demons. It is not a gift for which
he asked but it's a gift with which
he has come to terms. He has
committed an unpardonable sin,
according to Catholic doctrine, so
has spent the past twenty years
trying to earn his way past the
pearly gates. When the twin of a
beautiful detective, Angela
(Rachel Weisz), winds up dead
and the legendary Spear of
Destiny isn't a missing World
War II relic, the shit hits the spir-
itual fan. John Constantine has
his work cut out for him. Let's
just hope he doesn't run out of
holy water — or cigs.
I kept hearing from fans of the
comic that they were going to
mess it all up. So, I feel lucky not
to already be chained down to a
preconcieved notion of the film. I
know that some turned out to be
false — mainly that Constantine
wasn't going to be a smoker with
brain cancer but that he would
have lung cancer. The only rumor
that seemed to hold up was that
Constantine was no longer
British. However, I fail to see
how this hinders the story.
Part "Exorcist," part "X-Files,"
"Constantine" is a dark spiritual
adventure flick that I definitely
got into. It has a few glaring
flaws, namely a plot that fails to
help out the audience find what
direction the film in which is
going, and may leave you scratch-
ing your head too often. There is
just too much ground covered in
a movie that clocks in at two
hours and covers about four
hours worth of information. The
irony is in how many times the
movie slugs along at a excruciat-
ingly lethargic pace. The action
and adventure are there, but the
pacing is all over the place in
terms of its arcs. Also, with a
movie such as this, it is inevitable
to sport a few plot holes.
"Constantine" is not exempt.
PHOTO COURTESY WARNER BROTHERS
Those are just about the only
negative things I could possibly
say about this slickly dark
movie. The humor doesn't
come at the expense of the
film's darker tones. Instead the
great one-liners keep the mood
from becoming too despairing.
Reeves pulls off the role per-
fectly; I was with him every steS
of the way. Weisz is good, but
didn't knock my unwashed
socks off. The one to steal the
entire film though is the incred-
ible Shia LeBeouf as
Constantine's witty sidekick.
This kid has more charisma than
half the actors twice his age.
Expect this cat to go places.
Mark my words. The waif-ish
Tilda Swinson's half-angel and
half-human, Gabriel, is the most
androgynous performance since
David Bowie in "Labyrinth".
"Constantine" will entertain
anyone who's down with super-
natural thrillers, especially with
religious undertones. It never
becomes too "comic hooky" but
certainly has its moments, par-
ticularly when Constantine
fights a bug demon and totes a
holy shotgun. Luckily, those
moments are few and never real-
ly took me too much out of the
momentum. Keanu owns the
role despite what fans may have
envisioned and gives his most
entertaining performances since
"The Gift." "Constantine" is
headed for the highway to hell
and it's one trip for which
you're going to want a ticket.
CULT
From Page 9
vicious movie. Its violence is
unmatched by most American
horror pictures. "Suspiria" is just
one many great Italian horror
movies. A few others include
Argento's "Opera," Fulci's "The
Beyond" and Bava's "Black
Sunday."
A cult film that often gets
overlooked because it is fairly
new and has yet to be released on
DVD is "Dellamorte Dellamore"
also know as "Cemetery Man." It
is at its core, a zombie movie
directed by Michel Soavi, who,
oddly enough, was the protege of
Dario Argento. The movie was
overlooked when it was released
theatrically in 1994, and still gets
ignored today because it is hard
to find. The lack of a DVD
release hurts "Cemetery Man's"
chances of gaining the following
that other cult movies have, but
that doesn't prevent it from being
a great cult classic.
John Carpenter's "They Live"
is one of the most obscure cult
movies that comes to mind. The
cast is, one of the funniest ever
assembled. The lead actor is pro-
fessional wrestler "Rowdy"
Roddy Piper and co-stars Keith
David ("There's Something
About Mary," "The Chronicles of
Ftiddick"). The movie is about a
jobless construction worker, who
finds a pair of sunglasses that
allow him to see evil. He discov-
ers that the corporate world is
being run by aliens, and tries to
convince the rest of society. The
highlight of the movie is when
Piper tries to force David to put
on the sunglasses, and David
refuses. This leads them to a
ridiculous fight scene that alone
makes the movie worth watching.
Piper also delivers some of the
best one-liners in film history.
The movie is supposed to have a
message behind it but any sort of
message seems to get lost. It is
hard to accept "They Live" as a
serious sci-fi film, but it is still
one of the more entertaining of
John Carpenter's movies.
There are too many great cult
classics to name. They are not for
everyone. Some of them, are
only, for people who have a
slightly warped sense of humor, a
love for horror movies or a par-
tiality for movies with style.
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Crossword
1 Closed
5 Young whale
9 Stingers
14 Fail to win
15 One woodwind
16 Fred's dancing
sister
17 In the highest
place
19 Y, sometimes
20 Wrongdoing
21 Everlasting
23 Caesar's
unlucky day
25 Mine's yield
26 Poorly groomed
30 Overcast
35 La Scala's city
36 Rescued
37 Fish eggs
38 Slaughter of
Cooperstown
39 Sufficiently polite
40 Indulge to
excess
41 Gone by
42 Seeped
43 Web locations
44 Change
candidate?
46 Withdraw
formally
47 For shame!
48 Mournful wail
50 Fabric with a
slight sheen
54 Allspice
59 Tuckered out
60 Actor Maurice
62 Respond to a
stimulus
63 Fabled also-ran
64 Green Gables
girl
65 _ Park, CO
66 List-ending abbr.
67 W. mil. alliance
DOWN
1 Urban blight
2 Navajo's
neighbor
3 Letter-carriers'
grp.
4 off (angry)
5 Laughing matter
6 Dwelling place
7  Alamos, NM
8 Festive gala
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9 Showed
indecision
10 Worshiper
11 Stitched
12 Entreaty
13 Market
18 of terror
22 Corner-man's
toss
24 State of
servitude
26 Daub
27 Flexible joint
28 Standoffish
29 Laughing
matter?
31 Roman poet
32 Furious
33 Famous
34 Gaggle group
36 Magnitude
39 Ajax rival
40 transit gloria
mundi
42 Positions
properly
43 Diamond of
"Night Court"
Solutions
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45 Work room
46 Turn on a pivot
49 "Aida," e.g.
50 Biblical weed
51 Pub choices
52 Apartment in
London
53 Persistent pain
55 Vivacity
56 1492 ship
57 Camp shelter
58 Nabisco
favorite
61 Hedda's topper
Feel the Love
Valentine's Day, or V-Day, as I
will refer to it from here on, has
come and gone with much of the
usual fanfare. I don't really have
anything against it, but I've noticed
over the years that them aren't many
other holidays capable of sparking
the ire that V-Day seems capable of
bringing out.
"Man, I hate Groundhog Day."
See what I mean? It just doesn't
happen. Maybe it's just me, but I
know a lot of people that just seem to
hate not only the holiday itself, but
also the concept of waving a bunch
of recently culled flowers in the face
of your significant other, hoping to
gain favor.
Even though I don't really hate V-
Day - maybe I shouldn't say V-Day —
makes it sound like I'm getting ready
to storm a beach in Europe - I can see
why others would. The whole holi-
day hits a level of commercialism
surpassed only by Christmas and it
doesn't even bother with any real
religious pretense. There are a few
extra bonus points out there for any-
one who can tell me the significance
of Si Valentine ... without having to
look it up on the Internet
Thought so.
So it's commercial - big whoop.
So is everything else in America
worth noting and I'm not really both-
ered by the fact that the greeting
card-flower-jewelry industries have
managed to convince a few million
suckers — and I'm one of them - to
shell out a wad of cash on what has
to be business' favorite day of the
year. Far be it from me to stand in
front of the American dream, unless
you're with the entertainment indus-
try - then I'd like for you to come
outside with me for a few minutes.
The thing worth noting here is the
fact that Valentine's Day's over-com-
mercialization could very well be its
downfall. A growing history of luke-
warm sales — 2005 totals haven't hit
the streets quite yet — could very well
be the writing on the wall. The ma-
sons are clear, and I have document-
ed evidence. This is a free tip, kids.
Write it down.
A while back, I went to visit my
girlfriend. Before I continue, I
should say that she's a very nice per-
son and I love her dearly. The subtle
reference I made here awhile back to
her physically abusing me was not
true whatsoever. She asked me
specifically to clear that up, lest peo-
ple think she was a violent maniac
with anger control problems, and
said she would hit me if I didn't let
people know the truth (I'm kidding.
She hit me anyway). Where was I?
Oh, yeah — I went to visit my dear,
sweet, non-abusive girlfriend and
stopped by the florist on the way.
Threw down a few bucks and picked
up a dozen carnations. Nothing huge,
but having a fistful of flowers on me
when she opens the door is always
worth some brownie points. I was
definitely on the "Cool People" list
for the next few days. The flowers
themselves were prominently dis-
played until their untimely death,
which didn't occur until Valentine's
Day. Creepy.
I show up this time around, with
the flowers being delivered. They get
to the house about half an hour after
I do. A dozen 113SeS, all wrapped up
Rambling
Fool
By Benjamin Jarvela
and ready for Valentine's Day enjoy-
ment They're accompanied by an
enormous box of chocolates, which
looked much smaller when I bought
them on-line, the not-even-the-tini-
est-bit-racy-but-I-bought-it-any-
ways-because-she's-been-talking-
about-it-for-three-months Victoria's
Secret terry cloth bathrobe, the
obscure DVD that took me forever
and a day to track down -
"We're going to have to special
order that, Sir."
"That'll cost triple."
Another gift that's way too much
of an inside joke to even try to
explain hem. All in all, I think I did
pretty well, seeing how I went a
whole weekend without getting
smacked upside the head (Again,
kidding. Now I'm definitely getting
smacked. I should learn to keep my
mouth shut). Valentine's Day itself
went off without a hitch and I know
for a fact that she was very happy
with everything.
My point? I did well, for
Valentine's Day. If a dozen carna-
tions on any random Friday are that
popular, imagine if I dropped that
many presents in her lap unexpect-
edly, financial reality notwithstand-
ing - my credit card just started cry-
ing. While I may have succeeded in
making a good Valentine's Day,
that's all it was. Almost anything
you can think of doing on Feb. 14
will just be "a good Valentine's
Day," and not "the day my signifi-
cant other blew my socks off by giv-
ing me a metric ton of heartfelt
gifts." Anything you do isn't just
status quo, but at some level it's
expected. That sounds a tad harsh at
first, but think about it: I didn't, but
anyone could spend several thou-
sand dollars, put in hundreds of
hours of effort coordinating a won-
derful evening and pour their heart
and soul into orating the perfect
Valentine's Day experience and at
the end of the day, the overall reac-
tion of the recipient wouldn't be
much different than if the same indi-
vidual wrote a touching poem, gave
a single red rose and said "I love
you." It's a perfect example of "it's
the thought that counts." That's not
even considering the other end of the
spectrum. Woe be unto the
boyfriend or husband that forgets
Valentine's Day.
I like Valentine's Day. I fell in
love all over again when I saw her
face light up looking at everything I
had put together for her, but I can't
help but wonder how much better it
would have been if I hadn't been
forced, per se, into doing it just to
meet some faceless corporation's
idea of prefabricated romantic ges-
tures. I can do things like this on my
own, I swear. And just for the record
— my fiancee doesn't hit me. She's
much more subtle than that.
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Pereira trains for NFL draft
By Erinne Magee
For The Maine Campus
Christian Pereira walks into the
football office with a gray tee shirt
sleeve on his head and attire that
reveals the early morning workouts
he's been devotedly partaking in
since winter break.
But something is different.
It's his walk, his demeanor, his
attitude. You can see the motivation
in his eyes.
Pereira has the ability to bring a
crowd to its feet and drop the jaws of
opponents; he even surprises his
teammates from time to time. But, if
he wants to take that trait to the
National Football League in two
months, there are some things he
must improve on. His agent, Marlon
Tucker, has highlighted areas that
need work — everything from the
way he walks to his flexibility.
"He wants me to walk more on
my toes and lift my shoulders up,"
said the Bronx native. "I have horri-
ble posture. Basically I'm out here
being molded into something."
The all-star receiver even also
added Yoga to his repertoire.
Pereira spent Jan. 17-31 with his
agent and trainer in Los Angeles,
where he was up five days a week at
6:30 am. for workouts.
"Each morning we did specific
speed drills," said the senior. "We
did some sprinting and form running
up a grass hill that is about 75 yards
long. Monday and Thursday were
upper body workouts in the gym,
Tuesday and Friday were leg work-
outs and Wednesday we just ran."
At this time last year, Pereira
clocked a 4.68 in the 40-yard dash,
which he considers an average time.
"One of the scouts said he liked
the way Iran and said I would run
even better if I lost some weight,"
said Pereira. "So I came in this past
season 12 pounds lighter than usual."
Now, Pereira is confident that he
can run a 4.4 40-yard dash, but is
aiming to run a 4.3. It's only three-
tenths of a second faster than one
year ago, but it's more difficult than
it sounds.
"It is really hard," said Pereira.
"Only a handful of guys in the NFL
now can run a 4.2 or 4.3. That's, like,
world-class speed."
Pereira said there are a lot of peo-
ple who would label his sprint goal
as unrealistic for an athlete of his
size, but that is just the type of think-
ing that motivates Pereira.
In fact, there are a lot of things
that motivate Pereira.
A recent scouting report is one of
the things that keeps him working so
hard. It includes things like: decent
rele2se off the line, needs to use
hands better, inconsistent at getting
separation.
"I don't disagree with what it
says," Pereira said. "It's something
that I know is noticeable and some-
thing I know I have to fix in order to
play at the next level. It's just moti-
vation."
The same report recognizes
Pereira's strengths, noting that he is
good at using his body to shield off
and get behind defenders, has the
ability to catch tough balls and has
great size.
The New York Giants were so
impressed that they invited Pereira
and others to a luncheon on Feb. 4. It
was a day for selected small-school
players native to the tri-state area that
Pereira reigns from, to come and
leant about where the team stands in
the draft process.
"Some of the players came in and
talked to us," said Pereira. "We were
told about their draft situation and
how some guys in the room would
most likely be on the team."
The Giants, like many profes-
sional teams, aren't looking to obtain
players from just the first seven
rounds, but are also interested in
signing athletes as free agents as
After a skybox lunch at Giants
Stadium, Pereira and two other
potential draft picks were taken aside
to complete two tests. One consisted
of 75 short answer questions, while
the other was 275 multiple choice.
"They wanted to know where
your mental state of mind was,"
Pereira said. "I take that as, either
they thought I was crazy, or they are
really interested in me ... hopefully
they were interested in me."
Following the meeting, Pereira
returned to UMaine where he has
continued the workouts he learned in
California.
"I talk to my personal trainer on
the phone and he tells me what to do
for the week and what he wants me
to focus on," said Pereira.
One of the things he has imple-
mented in his training is the usage of
a harness and tire. While the baseball
and softball teams are getting ready
for their seasons in the field house,
you may find Pereira making use of
the track. But he's not running like a
typical athlete. Pereira makes his
rounds with a harness tied around his
waist that is attached to a tire. That is
his way of building the combination
of strength and speed.
"The workouts are much more
physically and mentally demand-
ing," he said. "My workouts have
been modified because I'm actually
weaker than they expected. But that's
actually good because that means I
have a lot of potential."
And it's motivation.
Pereira believes his biggest leap is
not in physically maturity, but more
from what he has learned through the
commitment.
"I've always been lazy," he
admits. "When I started playing
sports I was always better than
everyone else, so I knew I could rely
on my athletic ability. Now, I'm
entering in to a new realm where
everyone is a good athlete, where
athletic ability can get you there but
it won't keep you there."
Pereira knew from the start it
wouldn't be easy, but he is pleased
with his dedication and progress.
"I think I've improved on a lot,
like the will to get up in the morning
knowing what I have to face and
endure," he said. "But, it's some-
thing I welcome now, knowing there
is a greater end."
Before that greater end, there is
one last obstacle for Pereira to com-
plete.
Each March, schools across the
nation hold a Pro Day where NFL
scouts are sent to work the potential
draft picks. The scouts time the ath-
letes in the 40-yard dash, check their
bench press and test their agility
skills
Head Coach Jack Cosgrove said
the University of Maine doesn't usu-
ally hold a Pro Day because of its
out-of-the-way location, but is trying
to piggy-back one off Boston
College.
Regardless, a private workout
will be held for select UMaine play-
ers here on March 25. Pereira plans
on flying back out to Los Angeles
during Spring Break to help prepare
for this day.
April 23 and 24 denotes the end
and, hopefully, the beginning of the
hard work.
TASK
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and attitude of refusing to lose," said
UMaine head coach Ted Woodward.
"All our guys are playing hard
and we'll certainly have to play very
good basketball in every phase of
game against the opponents we've
got coming up this week. To be the
best you've got to beat the best and
we're looking forward to it."
The Black Bears will be without
junior guard Ernest Turner for the
fifth straight game; the team's lead-
ing scorer is nursing a shoulder
injury. Fellow junior Kevin Reed
has carried the scoring load in
Turner's absence, averaging 14.7
points per game over that stretch.
Reed is also the fourth leading
rebounder in conference at 7.2
boards per game.
Boston University outlasted the
Black Bears 52-43 in a defensive
battle at Alfond Arena Feb. 2 and
stands at 19-6 and 13-3 in confer-
ence play.
"They capitalize on your mis-
takes, and they play great defense,"
said Woodward. "We've got to have
as much balance as we can scoring.
Chaz Can and Rashad Bell have
been winners throughout their
careers and it'll be a great challenge
facing them in their last home
game."
Bell leads the Terriers in scoring
averaging 15.6 points per game
while Carr is just behind at 13.6 ppg.
The road won't get any easier for
the Black Bears when the
Catamounts of Vermont come to
town Sunday. Vermont is coming off
two consecutive NCAA tournament
appearances and touts the 14th-
ranked RPI in the country. The Cats
have already clinched the first seed
in the America East conference tour-
nament.
"They're trying to win every
game down the stretch to get a shot
at an at large bid to the NCAA's,"
said Woodward.
The Black Bears dropped a tough
decision 67-66 at Vermont in Jan.
UMaine was the only team to give
the Cats a run for their money at
Patrick Gym this year and held them
to just 39 percent shooting, one of
the Bears' best defensive perform-
ances of the season.
UMaine will be looking to send
their four seniors out on a positive
note this week. Captains Joe
Campbell and Chris Mark wood
have provided the Black Bears with
leadership on and off the court all
season and throughout their careers.
"Joe Campbell's come out of no
where to be one of the all time lead-
ing rebounders here at the universi-
ty," said Woodward. "He has a
tremendous amount of respect
around the league for the way he
plays. The best way to describe Joe
is that he's a winner."
Markwood suffered a broken
13 .
hand earlier in the season and has
been playing through a strained
hamstring recently. Despite his
injuries, Markwood is the only
Black Bear to play all forty minutes
in a game this season.
"Chris has never had a complete
season, but he's worked extremely
hard to be the best he can be and
he's giving us everything he has out
there," said Woodward. "What he's
playing through is a testament to his
heart, courage and loyalty to this
team."
Also playing in their final games
for UMaine will be centers Mark
Flavin and David Dubois.
"David and Mark have been an
integral part of our basketball team
and have had some great games
over the last two years," said
Woodward.
UMaine's seniors will look to
guide the Black Bears to their first
NCAA tournament appearance by
winning the America East tourna-
ment in Binghamton, NY Mar. 5
and 6. The elder Black Bears have
played in two America East cham-
pionship games in their careers.
"These guys have been through
their share of adversity, but they
haven't gotten down at all," said
Woodward. "They're confident, but
they respect all their opponents too.
They know this league is the best
it's been in a long time, and the tour-
nament will be a tremendous chal-
lenge. But they've been there and
they're really looking forward to it."
RESULTS
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this time third in the 200 yard
freestyle.
The Black Bears posted number-
ous top-eight performances at the
meet. Tal Sphaiwr, Karin Feldman,
and Crystie McGrail all placed in the
top eight in the 100-yard butterfly for
the women. Brittany Harrington and
Kiki O'Donnell were a force to be
reckoned with as they swam to two
top eight performances in the 400-
yard Individual Medley with times
of 4:39.81 and 4:43.32 respectively.
For the men, Andrew Magiera
led the way. Magiera was able to
break two minutes in the 200-yard
IM for the first time in his life as he
stroked his way to a 1:59.73 and fifth
place for the Black Bears. Magiera
also placed in the 200-yard free and
the 200-yard butterfly, which wasac•
small feat considering he was bat-
tling illness. Senior captain Scott
Forrestall finished eighth in the
1650-yard freestyle with a time of
17:47.59, and also placed in the 400
IM. The event of the meet was Chris
Rodway's brave performance in the
three-meter dive. Rodway broke
both of his feet the previous week in
practice, but was still able to muster
the strength to compete on the last
day of events and take tenth place
for the Black Bears.
"It was really inspirational," said
Wren. "Our men were inconspicu-
ous in their performances, but they
did great."
Wren was enthusiastic over the
team's performances. He repeated-
ly said how inspirational the week-
end was. Their were a lot of upsets
over the weekend for the Black
Bears. With only the top sixteen
scoring points, UMaine relied heav-
ily on the large amount of swim-
mers and divers who were seeded
18 or 19 but were able to focus and
score points.
What's your scholarship?
Find your scholarship opportunities
at our re-launched Scholarship Channel.
Visit www.mainecampus.com
ipOroeteStliolar
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They took 64 shots in the game,
compared to 48 shots by UMaine.
"I thought we got good looks,"
said Greenberg. "We just didn't
knock them down."
The last time BU beat UMaine
was in 2003 in the America East
Championship game. The Black
Bears beat them in last year's
Championship game 68-43. The
Terriers could not get revenge as
falling to 6-9 in conference play
and 11-13 overall.
UMaine shot less than 50 per-
cent from the free-throw line and
were out rebounded. Senior
Missy Traversi knows her team
needs to do better in those two
categories. She says the reason
why her team has been in close
games is because of poor execu-
tion.
"We're doing it to ourselves,"
said Traversi. "If we hit our free
throws we win by 10."
While Versyp was displeased
with her team's rebounding and
free-throw shooting, overall she
was pleased with her team's win.
"All-in-all I was proud of this
group," said Versyp. "We're find-
ing ways to win."
Versyp knows her team is tired
after two close games in a row
and a week full of tests before
vacation.
"I think mentally our players
were a little fatigued," said
Versyp. "Fatigue is going to set
in. Next week's spring break so
they'll be rejuvenated and that
will be really good."
The Black Bears improved to
13-2 in conference play and 17-8
overall. With Hartford losing to
Binghamton 51-37 on the same
night, the Black Bears pulled a
full three games ahead of them in
the race for the regular season
conference title. UMaine is one
win away from winning their
third straight regular season
championship. They can win their
conference with a win on
Saturday at UMBC.
The rest of the conference is
wide open.
"I can't get over the parity of
the league," said Kelly
Greenberg. "After UMaine it's
pretty well wide open."
Black Bears hope to retain playoff spot after trip
By Ryan Clark
For The Maine Campus
Five months of work, injuries,
wins, losses and road trips will cumu-
late in just two games when the
Women's Hockey
University of Maine women's hock-
ey team enters their biggest series of
the season against Boston College
this weekend.
The Black Bears, who are cunent-
ly holding the fourth and final playoff
spot in Hockey East, head clown to
Beantown with the Eagles just one
point behind in the standings. In order
for UMaine to make the playoffs,
they have to sweep BC. Earlier this
season, the Black Bears played host
to the Eagles who won the first game
of the series. UMaine was able to
come back and tie the second game.
"We came out pretty strong and
we wanted to set the tone for the
weekend by knowing what to do in
certain situations," said UMaine head
coach Guy Perron. "The team who
won last weekend was the team who
executed the most and that's what we
did. We are back were we want to be
and this is a playoff weekend."
"Our players are confident and we
have to get a little more healthy than
usual and after these next few prac-
tices, its playoff time," said Perron.
UMaine is coming off of a suc-
cessful weekend that saw them
demolish Northeastern with a com-
bined score of 8-2. The majority of
those goals were scored on Saturday
when the Black Bears' five-goal bar-
rage was jump-started by a defense
that either scored or assisted on four
of the goals. Besides putting points on
the board, the defense was also able
to shut out the Huskies on Saturday.
Also, even though Friday's game
may have seen the defense give up
two goals, they were still able to hold
the Huskies to three shots in the first
period.
"We have some pretty offensive
defensemen and Julie and Kelly got
some great shots and we were able to
create off of the rebounds," said
defenseman and assistant captain
Laura Maddin.
"All the girls know it's a big
weekend and you can't worry
about it and not stress, so the
atmosphere is pretty calm. The nice
part about this weekend is knowing
that our fate is our hands."
The Eagles saw mixed results
over the weekend. They defeated
former top-10 team and Hockey
East rival Providence College on
Friday. Although the Friars lost 4-1
in their first game, they were able
to beat BC by a goal the next day.
In order to prepare for what they
may see this weekend, Perron had
the team focus on BC's style of
play. UMaine focused on clearing
the puck and being able to make a
solid cross-ice pass during practice.
Outside of concentrating on what
to expect on defense, the Black
Bears finished the day's practice by
doing some work on winning face-
offs. According to Perron, one
thing the team will work on over
the remaining practice will be spe-
cial teams.
"Obviously our expectations are
to take both games away from
BC," said forward Danielle
Tangredi. "We have to go in think-
ing positive and the playoff chase
is really exciting — it does not get
better than this as a freshman
because you never know what to
expect."
"Practice gets more and more
fun everyday and it doesn't get
stressful because we just work on
the things we need to do,"
said Trangredi.
One student attempts to solve the sad state of the NHL
By Eric GullIckson
For The Maine Campus
For a hockey school, this has
been one of the saddest years in
recent memory. The National
Commentary
Hockey League put the finishing
touches on the headstone for the
2004-2005 season last Wednesday.
Leaving only a hope that the league
can come to terms for a season next
year.
Many around the country have
said they do not care, but for the
University of Maine hockey faithful
losing the professional version of
their favorite sport has come as a
loss. At least this writer has felt
something missing from this winter.
There is no Melrose mullet, no
astonishing goals to watch every
morning on Sportscenter, and worst
of all, former University of Maine
student Gary Thorne has been absent
from the airwaves. No more can we
cheer for the Bruins, one of the orig-
inal six teams and respect the players
or owners.
However, when people look at
this "money" fiasco that may have
permanently destroyed hockey, they
are missing the point.
First off the NHL has expanded
too fast for its viewers. A team leav-
ing storied programs like the
Winnipeg Jets and Quebec
Nordiques to go to Colorado and
Phoenix is outrageous. To have
hockey teams in places like
Nashville, Miami, Tampa Bay and
even Dallas is shameful. California
is really only interested in baseball
and basketball these days and hav-
ing three teams there seems point-
less. But more than that, the type of
game that is being played deterio-
rates from what the game was meant
tube.
Hockey is meant to be fast, with
a flow, and most of all movement.
The game has been slowed down so
much that it is difficult for even the
interested viewer to watch.
I am one of the few fans that find
it awesome to watch a game where a
goalie and the defense hold a team
scoreless, unless of course I'm try-
ing to score on them. But that is not
what American crowds want to see.
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They want to see scoring like the
NFL, NBA and even MLB. They
want to watch the home runs, touch-
downs and even 360-degree wind-
mill dunks. If there is no scoring the
game is worthless to many of the
NHL,'s fans.
First off they need to
remove the redline
and start playing it
the way to play in
the days of Maurice
"Rocket" Richard.
I know that this year has been
worrisome to at least the hockey
team here at the University of Maine
because that is why they came to
school here, to get to the next level
and play with their childhood
heroes. The game simply needs a
change.
First off they need to remove the
redline and start playing it the way
they used to play in the days of
Maurice "Rocket" Richard with no
two line offside passes.
Secondly they need to switch to
the Olympic-sized rinks that the rest
of the world has come to use. This
will open up the rink and make it so
that only the best players and not the
goons of the New Jersey Devils can
skate at the speed necessary for the
top level. It will also make it a pass-
ing game rather than a zone-to-zone
dump and chase type of game.
Thirdly, the size of goalie pads
needs to be set If you are shooting at
the great wall of China, it is defmite-
ly impossible to score. If the size
was set like driver size in golf it
would make goaltending more diffi-
cult as well as making the goal total
higher.
This is all from a simple student
at Orono, but to get the NHL back to
where it wants to be it should take a
look back to the old days and get an
understanding of what people want
to see and how hockey was meant to
be played.
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Not to be out done, senior
Anthony Morgan had an amazing
finish in the shot put In his first throw
in preliminaries, he threw for a per-
sonal best by 2 centimeters at 16.77
meters. By his final throw, he
eclipsed his personal best by almost
three feet, tossing for 17.64 meters,
good enough for second place. With
that, he was able to qualify for the
ICAAAA Championships and
moved into third-place All-Time at
UMaine, just five inches behind
second.
"My performance was by far the
best of my life," said Morgan. "This
throw has moved me up in the rank-
ings and I look to compete with the
best in New England and hopefully
place very high."
Paul Rupprecht took third place
in the mile with a time of 4:12.01
and picked a great time to peak.
"I feel great about my perform-
ance," Rupprecht said. "I raced
awesome. This was the best race
that I have had all year."
"Tony Morgan's throw was
unbelievable," said Rupprecht. "He
stepped it up to level that he had
never been to before, you could
almost see the readiness in his eyes.
Mike Lansing ran great, and so did
Jeff Caron."
In the 5,000-meter, Kirby Davis
was fourth with a time of 14:47.85.
Chris Warren was fourth in the high
jump, clearing 1.93 meters. In the
500-meter, Eric Libby finished fifth
with a time of 1:05.77. Sydney
Harrison was sixth in the 200-meter
with a time of 22.28 and he also
took seventh place in the 55-meter
with a time of 6.67. Jesse Ludwig
was seventh in the triple jump,
going 13.53 meters. Ivi Nwosu was
eighth in the 55-meter at 6.75 sec-
onds, Scott O'Connor was eighth in
the 800-meter at 1:56.35, and
Donald Drake was eighth in the
1,000-meter at 2:30.51. The Black
Bear 4-by-800-meter relay team
finished in second place overall.
Morgan is optimistic about the
future of the team.
"Seventh place is never accept-
able for our team," Morgan said.
"We look to add more people in out-
doors coming off injuries and red-
shirts to be able to make us deeper
and allow us to compete for a team
title."
The women's team fought all
season through injuries to key
upperclassmen to gamer a hard-
fought seventh place finish, scoring
48 points.
The top point-scorer for the
Black Bears was Kathryn Souviney,
who was second in the pentathlon
with 3545 points and also finished
fourth in the 55-meter hurdles with
a time of 8.25.
Hana Pelletier took second place
in the 800-meter with a time of
2:12.34.
"All the girls competing now
worked extremely hard," said
Pelletier. "I feel that I am stronger
than the time I ran so it's just a mat-
ter of me being more confident
when I get on the line."
Stephanie McCusker took fifth
place in the long jump at 5.276
meters and fourth place in the triple
jump with a 11.63 meter distance. In
the 400 meter, Lindsay Burlock was
fourth with a time of 57.53. Erin
Hatch tied for seventh in the high
jump, clearing 1.53 meters.
The Black Bears will head back
to Boston for the New England
Indoor Championships.
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"I think there is going to be a lot
of emotion going into this week-
end," said Deschamps. "It's a real-
ly important so it makes it a little
more special."
Deschamps is waiting for the
chance to step out on the ice for
possibly the final time.
Barnes feels the series marks a
varying degree of emotions.
"I have been looking forward to
this for sometime now," said
Barnes. "A little mixed emotions,
you look forward to it, but at the
same time its almost over."
"The timing is right and I am
really excited," said Deschamps.
"I can't wait to get out, there is a
time in your life where good
events happen and this is one of
them."
Captain Ronan is well aware of
the emotion that will come with
the game.
"I talked to my mom and told
her not to cry," said Ronan. "It's
been amazing, the best four years
of my life and the quickest four
years too."
Adding more drama to the
already emotional weekend is the
fact that the Black Bears are fight-
ing for their playoff lives. With
UMass-Lowell in town for a two-
game slate, the Black Bears will be
looking to capture home-ice
advantage for the upcoming
Hockey East quarterfinals.
Swaying only three points ahead
of the River Hawks for fourth
place in the conference, UMaine
could seal a home-ice slot for the
playoffs with a weekend sweep.
The bigger picture comes into play
as well. The Black Bears, seeking
some sort of push into the NCAA
tournament, desperately need a
pair of victories against such a
strong opponent.
"I think both teams know they
are playing for their playoff lives,"
said Barnes. "Its going to get real-
ly high-tempo, we know its going
to play over this weekend."
UMaine enters the homestand
currently ranked 14th in the nation
in both national polls with a 16-10-
6 record, while 11-5-4 in Hockey
East competition. The River
Hawks stand at 19-7-4 and 10-7-3
in conference play. UMass-Lowell
is ranked ninth in the USA Today-
USA Hockey Magazine and tenth
in the USCHO-CSTV polls.
The highly-rated River Hawks
will be arriving in Orono reeling
from an impressive two-game
sweep of top-ranked Boston last
weekend. The decisive showing
against the Eagles helped the
RiverHawks solidify a strong posi-
tion in the Pairwise standings at
8th place, which goes a long way
in selecting the NCAA tournament
participants. UMaine, however, is
tied for 18th place in the Pairwise
rankings, leaving them looking in
on the NCAA tournament.
"I stay away as far as possible,"
said Deschamps in reference to
bubble watching that is destined to
occur in the next couple weeks.
"You can only control what you
can control, which is playing
hockey. Looking at all that extra
stuff is a distraction and we don't
need that."
UMass-Lowell's strong stand-
ing has not gone unnoticed by the
Black Bears.
"Its a big game for us, we want
to come back here and play in the
playoffs," said Barnes. "If we take
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PRACTICE PATROL — UMaine prepares for their pivotal homestand against UMass-
Lowell on Tuesday at Alfond Arena.
four points we will be coming
back here for the playoffs."
"They are playing really well,"
said senior Ben Murphy. "We need
some wins and we are going to
have to start out playing strong in
front of Jimmy and we are going to
have to find a way to get a couple
by their goalie."
Whitehead feels the Black
Bears have a golden opportunity to
seal their own fate.
"We got every opportunity here
to improve our standing in both the
league and the NCAAs," said
Whitehead. "The bottom line is we
have to win games."
The Black Bears roll into their
first home series since January,
coming off a surprising weekend
split against Providence College in
Providence, RI. UMaine opened
the series with a 3-2 defeat at the
hands of the Friars in a game
which saw them fire an astounding
40 shots. The following night
UMaine bounced back strongly
collecting a decisive 6-2 win. The
game saw Josh Soares collect two
goals, while All American Jimmy
Howard registered 27 saves.
Whitehead discussed the
rebound game for UMaine.
"I liked the fact that we execut-
ed the game plan," said
Whitehead. "That was a big
improvement on the night before.
On the second game we keep the
game simple."
"It was big boost but at the
same time we are disappointed we
didn't get the sweep," said Barnes.
Leading the way for the River
Hawks will be the sensational jun-
ior Ben Walter, who has 25 goals
on the season leading Hockey
Fast. Walter also has nine assists
for 34 points. Rounding the score
sheet will be the talented Elias
Godoy and Andrew Martin.
Godoy enters the game third place
in Hockey East with 10 goals and
24 assists, while Martin has 11
goals and 20 assists.
"They have a lot of elite play-
ers, particularly at the forward
position, and those are the key
guys we have to neutralize," said
Whitehead. "We have to make
sure we are very sharp defensive-ly."
Whitehead also stressed the
importance of shutting down their
special teams.
"Their power play, of course is
very strong this season," said
Whitehead. "We are going to have
to be very disciplined first of all
and on the penalty kill we're
going to have to be very sharp."
In net for the River Hawks will
be freshman standout Peter Vetri
who has played in 22 games post-
ing a 2.30 goals against average
and a .917 save percentage.
"Bottom line is we control our
own destiny," said Whitehead.
"We are fortunate, actually, to be
playing teams that from here on in
that are really strong teams that are
in the tournament."
The series between the two
foes, which began in 1978, has the
Black Bears holding a 53-22-3
advantage overall. In the last 11
meetings the Black Bears have an
8-2-1 advantage. The last time the
squads played, UMaine came back
four times from a one-goal deficit
to snatch a 5-4 win in Lowell.
The final regular season home
game for the Black Bears has pro-
vided the senior class with a
chance to look back upon their
careers.
"Obviously, as a team winning
the Hockey Fast Championship is
a great memory," said Ronan.
"The two national championship
appearances were incredible."
"It's tough, they are all spe-
cial," said Barnes. "Senior night is
always big, I remember all of
them. All of the seniors through
my career have been a big impact
on my career here, so hopefully the
freshmen will enjoy this and
remember it."
The others expressed similar
sentiments.
"The last four years have been
incredible, I wouldn't trade any-
thing for the world for being here
the last four years," said Greyeyes.
"Its been an exciting run," said
Murphy. "The fans make it a real
special experience every time we
go onto the ice and it will be a spe-
cial weekend for us."
Deschamps commented on the
pressure that sometimes comes into
play with senior night.
"I am not going to be sad or any-
thing like that," said Deschamps. "I
just want to play hard and play well
and you just kind of have to keep it
as another game and not put pres-
sure on yourself."
The seniors currently have a 99-
39-21 record, a .688 winning per-
centage and have the NCAA tour-
nament all three seasons. The class
has also played in the National
Championship game twice.
In net for the Black Bears will
be Howard with a 2.00 goals
against average and .917 save per-
centage.
Both games are set to begin at 7
p.m. with senior festivities getting
started before Saturday's first face-
off. After the homestand the Black
Bears head to Beantown for a clos-
ing series against Boston College.
"We know what we got to do,"
said Whitehead. "You can read into
it all you want but we got to win
games to get into the tournament, if
we do that we will, if we don't we
won't."
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Daunting
task lies
ahead for
UMaine
By Matthew Williams
Staff Writer
Selection Sunday and the circula-
tion of brackets around offices and
dorms all over the county are still
Men's Basketball
three weeks away. However, for the
University of Maine men's basket-
ball team, you might say that March
Madness is coming a little early this
year.
The America Fast schedule mak-
ers saved the best for last: The Black
Bears travel to second-place Boston
University tonight and host regular-
season conference champion
Vermont Sunday to cap off the 2004-
2005 campaign. UMaine will be
hoping to carry the momentum of a
gusty 61-58 come from behind win
over Hartford into this week's
games.
"Saturday's win over Hartford
was a testament to this team's heart
See TASK on Page 13
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UM extends streak against Terriers
By Riley Donovan
Staff Writer
The University of Maine
women's basketball team won
their tenth straight game on
Wednesday night
against Boston
University. The
Terriers came
ready to play,
and they gave the first-place
Black Bears a good game, but
UMaine held on for a 59-56 win.
"We knew it was going to be a
great game," said UMaine Coach
Sharon Versyp. "BU, obviously,
when they're all clicking, they
play very, very well."
Forward Bracey Barker led the
Black Bears with 21 points. She
also had eight rebounds in 39
minutes of play.
"Bracey can score when she
wants to," said Versyp. "She just
decides some games to do it and
other games not to do it."
Abby Schrader, added 10
points and eight rebounds for
UMaine. The Black Bears
outscored the Terriers 38-18 in
the paint, but BU was somehow
able to keep the score close.
"They had a great game plan,"
said Versyp. "Their post players
did a great job."
UMaine took an early 10-2
lead. The Terriers fought back and
UM 59
BU 56
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SIDELINE SHUTDOWN — The Black Bears stale the Terriers offensive assault during
Wednesday's conference engagement.
tied the game at 16. After a few
lead changes, UMaine surged
toward the end of the first half
and took a 35-30 lead into half-
time.
Neither team could make a run
of any kind in the second half.
While UMaine led for most of the
second half, their lead was usual-
ly only two or three points. The
Black Bears held on for the win
and held off the Terriers, who
were hungry for a win against
UMaine. Unfortunately first-year
head coach Kelly Greenberg her
Terriers shot just over 30 percent.
See EXTENDS on Page 14
Track squads
return home
with positive
performances
By Meghann Burnett
For The Maine Campus
Looks can be deceiving.
The University of Maine's men's
and women's track teams both fm-
ished seventh at the America Fast
Indoor Championships at Boston
University on Saturday. To most, it
would seem nothing short of an aver-
age way to end the season with mom
for improvement.
Take a deeper look and you would
reali7e there is much more.
Michael Lansing stole the spot-
light, not only winning the confer-
ence title in the 3,000-meter race but
setting a new school record in
8:17.81.
"I had no idea I was going to
break the school record, and when I
crossed the finish line my teammate
Tony Morgan was pointing to the
clock and dancing like a crazed mon-
key," Lansing said.
Jeff Caron took second place
behind Lansing, coming in at
8:23.13.
"Before the race Jeff Caron and I
knew we had a chance to go 1-2,"
said Lansing. "He went out hard and
I sat on him until the final lap, where
I sprinted past him for the win. The
race was a lot closer than the time
shows."
See HOME on Page 15
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PRESSURE PACKED — UMaine gears up for the their last home series of the regular sea-
son against UMass-Lowell with a rough practice Tuesday afternoon.
Senior Swan Song
Men's hockey set to battle for home-ice advantage in epic series
By Matthew Conyers
Sports Editor
For four years, it was their
refuge, their cathedral, their haven.
It was their home away from home.
It was the one place that couldn't
be beat, couldn't disappear; it was
permanent. And on Saturday night,
they may be saying goodbye to it
for good.
For the five members of the
University of Maine men's ice
hockey senior class, this weekend's
final regular season series at the
cherished Alfond Arena against the
University of Masschussetts-
Lowell will undoubtedly bring
with it an outpouring of emotion.
UMaine head coach Tim
Whitehead took time Wednesday
to discuss this year's graduating
class of Matt Deschamps, Jon
Ronan, Troy Barnes, Matt
Greyeyes and Ben Murphy.
"Its a great group of guys," said
Whitehead. "We have been
through a lot together. They have
played their hearts out for four
years and I am very proud of them
all."
Deschamps commented on the
looming Saturday night senior
night.
See EPIC on Page 15
Swim teams
garner mixed
results in
championship
By Michael Dabriero
For The Maine Campus
The University of Maine
women's swim team placed fourth
and the men placed sixth in the
America Fast Championships held
in Baltimore, Md. this past week-
end. The women put up 413 points,
while the men scored 323 points.
-Well, we broke three school
records," said UMaine head coach
Jeff Wren on llresday. "The 500-
yard freestyle, the 200-yard back-
stroke, and the longest bus ride."
The team was delayed more than
two hours on the way down to the
meet due to bus complications, but
the team was able to adapt to the sit-
uation.
Megan Wolters, a junior, broke
the remaining two records that the
bus was unable to. She swam a
blazing 4:59.96 in the 500-yard
freestyle to take a hand-earned first
place and broke the school record
for the second time this season. "I
never thought I'd have a girl going
sub-five in the 500," said Wren.
"Nobody in that house predicted
that."
Wolters also finished second in
the 200-yard backstroke with a time
of 2:05.05 — another school record.
Later, Wolters racked another place
See RESULTS on Page 13
